
Kirkcaldy Cricket Club 
Its Origins and Story 

 
Introduction 

 
We are delighted that David Potter makes a welcome return 
to our project by producing our April Object. David is a well 
kent face in the town as an author, a researcher, a playwright, 
a singer and an actor, as well as having a myriad of other 
accomplishments. He has written a number of books – many 
with a local flavour – with sport featuring in many of the titles. 
This month David turns his eye to the story of cricket in 
Kirkcaldy, especially its origins before embarking on the 
history of Kirkcaldy Cricket Club.   

It is a sad fact that the reader has to be close to thirty years of 
age to have even the faintest possibility of having seen the 
club in action. The demise of the club is both sad and tragic 
with David exploring and unveiling the reasons for its untimely 
demise in 1997.  
Although now only a memory it was not always thus. Kirkcaldy 
Cricket Club had a fine history which stretched back as far as 
the end of the Crimean War in 1856 with its ranks including 
many of the well known and illustrious names connected with 
Kirkcaldy. Many of its committee members gave unstinting 
voluntary service in the administration of the club, often after 
a lengthy playing career, and it was not unheard of for the club 
to hire a professional player/coach. All this required sustained 
efforts to raise the funds to meet that cost and also maintain 
the pitch and pavilion.  



Make no mistake – this was not a 
team that was watched by the 
proverbial  two men and a dog – in 
its heyday it was not uncommon for 
crowds of over 1,000 to view home 
matches in the Beveridge Park!  
The local press devoted many 
column inches to the team and indeed the other local clubs. 
Cricket was clearly big business at one time and David’s article 

highlights the game’s importance 
as a leading summer sport in the 
town. The club arranged many 
functions to raise funds, often 
with the help/cooperation of 
other groups, with the Rugby Club 
and Dunfermline Cricket Club 
regularly giving assistance. Over 

the years the press carried rafts of advertisements for such 
functions.  
The Fife Free Press in particular highlighted not just the more 
serious competitive matches but often the fun occasions 
which are now a thing of the past. Who would believe that 
Kirkcaldy’s Councillors would regularly take on their officials 
on the cricket pitch? Would it be likely that the rugby club 
would play the cricket club wearing fancy dress? Well, it did 
happen and the Fife Free Press was there to capture such 
moments as is shown below.   
The legendary Wembley Wizard – Alex James – he of Raith 
Rovers, Preston North End, Arsenal and Scotland fame also 
took an interest in the town’s cricket. He had a bat 
autographed by the 1930 Australian Touring Team – Don 



Bradman and all – and presented it to the Kirkcaldy 
professional of the time.  
Our team did not fully appreciate just how important cricket 
was as a social pastime and spectator sport in the town and 
David has certainly brought its story to life with his narrative. 
Just because it has gone – it should not be forgotten. There is 
little question in our minds that David’s excellent narrative 
firmly cements and justifies the Cricket Club’s inclusion in the 
project.   
We include a few snippets gleaned from the Fife Free Press to 
set the scene and whet the appetite for the narrative.  We now 
hand over to David for his welcome, interesting, and eye-
opening, contribution to the sporting aspect of the project. He 
has our sincere thanks as no one is better equipped for the 
task.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



CRICKET  IN  KIRKCALDY 

It is a matter of regret that Kirkcaldy Cricket Club no longer 

exists, having gone to the wall in 1997. There is still Dunnikier 

Cricket Club who are keeping the flag flying for the sport in the 

middle reaches of the East of Scotland Leagues, but it is sad 

that Falkland, Freuchie and to a lesser extent, Largo, all small 

villages, can have strong teams year after year, while a large 

town like Kirkcaldy struggles to keep the sport going. 

There are many reasons for this, but Kirkcaldy Cricket Club had 

a great history in its time. They were never one of the leading 

lights in the game in Scotland, but they had their moments of 

glory as well – there was a strong team in the years 

immediately before the Great War, and in the 1920s, but their 

greatest year was 1984 when they won the East of Scotland 

League and twice won the 25 Over Masterton Trophy in 1985 

and 1989. Sadly, they collapsed almost immediately after that 

and by 1997, they were out of business.  

Cricket is of course a far older sport than either football or 

rugby, the first recorded game in Scotland being reported in 

1785 in Alloa. Several teams, like Kelso, Perth and Rossie Priory 

appeared in the 1820s, but what gave the game in Kirkcaldy a 

great boost was the Crimean War of 1854-1856 when some 

local lads learned how to play the game from their English 

friends at places like Aldershot or Portsmouth while waiting to 

embark.  



These soldiers and sailors came home, and 

legend has it that in spring 1856, they 

approached James Townsend Oswald of 

Dunnikier asking for permission to play the 

game on the extensive grounds on the 

Dunnikier Policies. They were indeed 

extensive in 1856 containing  the area where 

the Dunnikier Estate and Kirkcaldy High 

School are now. The Fifeshire Advertiser of 

May 3 1856 talks about the firework celebration that marked 

the end of the Crimean War (now over for more than a month) 

and tells us as well that 

 “It is a matter of common observation that the number of 

those who delight in quiet and thoughtful amusements are 

comparatively few to those who are inclined to take part in the 

outdoor sports which encourage the animal spirits in in the 

competition of feats of strength and agility. In a manufacturing 

and trading community such as ours, many of our citizens are 

of necessity employed in the sedentary occupation of life and 

therefore nothing could be more acceptable or beneficial as a 

physical recreation than the lively or rollicking outdoor sport of 

cricket playing. A club for this exhilarating amusement has just 

been formed and it will no doubt be hailed by many of our 

sprightly youths as an interesting addition to the healthful and 

manly sports of the community”  

The annoying thing is that the writer, clearly a fan of cricket 

and other sports, fails to tell us where this game was to be 

played. It may have been somewhere near the beach, but it 



seems more likely that it was at the Dunnikier Policies (a good 

mile outside the town) that the new game was first played. It 

is possible that Townsend himself was quite keen and may 

even have considered himself to be young enough to have 

played the occasional game. Certainly when he died in 1893, 

he is mentioned as being the founder of the Dunnikier Cricket 

Club, and a “player”.  

In any case, Oswald unlike some of his contemporaries was 

sufficiently enlightened to realise that there were worse 

things that a young man could do than play cricket. Victorian 

society was not always as stable and cohesive as it is 

sometimes portrayed as being, and Oswald, like many 

landowners was perpetually on edge about what at happened 

in France in 1789. He may well have worried about 

organisations like the Chartists and Anti Corn Law League 

(even though they were long past their peak) It was surely 

better for young men to play a healthy game like cricket rather 

then get involved in any undesirable political activities. So 

both Kirkcaldy and Dunnikier Cricket Clubs could claim their 

origin from the events of 1856. In later years, of course they 

would diverge, but at the moment they were the same team. 

For the first few months of summer 1856, the players 

presumably just played among themselves, but then a very 

important event occurred on August 13 when the first 

organised game took place against opposition from another 

town. 

Burntisland had had a cricket team for a few seasons, and duly 

invited their equivalents from Kirkcaldy to come along and 



play a game, the recent arrival of the railway system making 

this possible. The scorecard, according to The Fifeshire 

Advertiser was as follows; 

Burntisland v Kirkcaldy     Burntisland   August 13 1856 

KIRKCALDY 

Eadie b Taylor     1       not out   37                                                                                                

Cross c Hardie b Taylor      9  lbw                  16                                                                                             

Henderson c and b Taylor     4         b Taylor               22                                                                                                

Brown lbw     4                                                                                              

Bremner  c Clarke b Hardie   2     not out     2                                                                                                   

Bowie T b Hardie      5                                                                                              

Drysdale b Hardie                  16                                                                                                   

Lockhart b Taylor      1                                                                                                                   

R Landale  b Hardie     0                                                                                                

Matthews b Clarke     6                                                                                 

Beveridge not out     0 

Extras             19   Extras 9 (1 overthrow)                                                                                                                                                                

                TOTAL   67        TOTAL  86/2 

BURNTISLAND 

Mills b Drysdale    2                                                                                                  

Hardie b Drysdale     0                                                                                                       

Tillie run out      1                                                                                                                            

Taylor b Henderson       0                                                                                                               

Jas Clarke c Drysdale b Henderson   9                                                                                                 

Hutchison b Henderson    0                                                                                             

Marshall b Henderson     0                                                                                              

Brownlee b Henderson    0                                                                                                        

Munro b Bremner      4                                                                                                 

Webster b Bremner    2                                                                                                          

 Jas Clarke not out     1 

    Extras            22 

    TOTAL             41 

The scorecard for this game is a little short, one feels, of what 

one would like nowadays but it is a good example of what was 

expected of “markers” in the 1850s. The bowling figures are 

not recorded, there seems to be no credit given to a bowler 



for lbw, an overthrow or a “buzzer” is recorded as an extra, 

and only surnames are given apart from “Bowie T” and “R 

Landale” in the Kirkcaldy side, and for Burntisland there is a 

“Jas Clarke” (James, presumably?) who seems to have batted 

twice! Perhaps the fact that the teams repaired to the Forth 

Hotel after the game to enjoy the “repast” of Mrs Clarke had 

something to do with it? 

It was however a great occasion for Fife cricket on this 

Thursday August 13 1856. Burntisland had had a cricket team 

of sorts for several years, but had suffered from having no 

opposition, and were thus compelled to play games among 

themselves along the lines, presumably, of “married men v 

bachelors” or “bearded men v non-bearded” etc. Cricket had 

been played in the town for several decades with varying rules 

etc. and as all one really needed was a piece of wood for a bat, 

a ball and three sticks for a set of stumps, it was not difficult 

to arrange at this level. 

So a challenge was issued to Kirkcaldy, and accepted. It was 

well publicised, and as the railway had now been open for 

several years, there was the possibility of travelling by train 

rather than by stage coach! The date was set for Thursday 

August 13 1856 when there would be many people on holiday. 

The Victorian age was the time when the seaside became a 

popular place for the artisans to go to, and Burntisland, then 

as now, had a lovely stretch of beach.  

The Kirkcaldy team is tantalising and we wish we could know 

more. Beveridge may be the man who donated the Beveridge 

Park in later years, Lockhart had almost certainly some 



connection with the linen industry and most intriguing of all 

was “R Landale” who might have been a son of David Landale 

who 30 years earlier in 1826 took part in Scotland’s last ever 

duel and who is therefore an ancestor of James Landale the 

BBC TV News Reporter and Diplomatic Correspondent. It 

matters not. These eleven men were pioneers of the game in 

Fife. 

Burntisland was all agog for this event to be played on the 

Burntisland Links. The atmosphere from an early stage this 

bright sunny day was “animated and gay”, the Burntisland 

Instrumental Band “discoursed sweet music” including 

presumably “Willie, We Have Missed You” and “I Dream of 

Jeannie With The Light Brown Hair”, the current favourites of 

the 1850s, and as every reporter of a cricket match in the 19th 

century seems to have a problem with women, we are told 

there was “the cheering presence of many of the fair 

residenters” whom presumably the cricketers would have a 

chance to impress with a fine performance at the wicket. 

At 3.30 pm, the wicket having been prepared, (we would like 

to know exactly what this meant) Kirkcaldy won the toss and 

were “not got rid of until they had run up 67”. This seems to 

have been looked upon as a good score, but the only individual 

performance of note was Drysdale who put on 16. Burntisland 

then “handled the willow” for an hour and a quarter but could 

only reach 41, 22 of which were extras. So the ball was better 

than the bat on this occasion! 

Kirkcaldy thus seemed to have won, but they “were prevailed 

upon” to play a second innings. This time the batting was much 



improved with Eadie in particular reaching 37 not out before 

“the weather having now overcast, at quarter to eight by 

mutual consent” the game finished and everyone went to the 

Forth Hotel for some food and drink, thereby establishing a 

tradition still in vogue over 160 years later after the end of a 

cricket match. 

It was a great day in Fife cricket and undeniably the start of 

something. Cricket had been slow to reach the kingdom, 

although it was already well established in other parts of 

Scotland, particularly Perth and the surrounding area. It was 

particularly strong in the “garrison” towns of Perth, Stirling, 

Edinburgh, Inverness and Aberdeen, thanks to the presence of 

English troops. Now more and more people were beginning to 

understand what cricket was all about, and as by this time, 

more and more Scottish towns now had a station and a rail 

link, the possibilities were endless. 

There was the downside as well. We are told that a “reveller” 

had to be spoken to very severely by a constable at Kirkcaldy 

Station for having sung the “Queen’s Anthem”. Does this 

mean “God Save The Queen”? In which case, what was the 

problem? Or was it rather than the other one that was 

common among Crimean War veterans “My floppy German 

sausage” – a rather bawdy number which seemed to imply 

that private relations between the Queen and Prince Albert 

were not always as happy as they appeared to be in public! 

There was an even less respectable one about what Florence 

Nightingale really did to help wounded soldiers on their way 

to recovery! 



And then there was 

another game on Tuesday 

September 2 1856 at 

Kinross. The scorecard is 

not available here, but it 

was a two innings match, 

and Kirkcaldy who scored 

65 and 25 as distinct from 

Kinross’s 17 and 42 won 

well, thanks in no small measure to Drysdale’s 18. But we are 

also told that the team travelled by horse and coach (there 

was no viable rail link to Kinross at this stage) and the journey 

took 4 hours in the morning to get there and a little longer to 

return at night as “stops at hostelries were frequent”. 

The two results were greeted with joy in Kirkcaldy and the 

local Press were quite keen for return fixtures to be arranged 

in the town of Kirkcaldy so “as to give our citizens an 

opportunity of witnessing their sport when we are sure that a 

numerous attendance will be present”. The players were 

clearly listening and two return matches were arranged later 

that autumn, against Kinross on Friday September 19 and 

Burntisland on Thursday October 9. The venue was 

interesting. It was played not at the Dunnikier Policies, but at 

the ground “below the Raith Gates, the tenant having given 

his permission”. This seems to mean round about where Ava 

Street and Asquith Street are now, with one of the boundaries 

being the railway embankment. 



This piece of land would become known as Newton Park. 

Possibly, Oswald felt that he did not want a game to be played 

on his land, or he possibly 

felt that Newton Park 

might be closer to the 

town, and therefore 

attract a larger 

attendance. In any case, 

he missed a trick here, 

and we can already see how “Kirkcaldy” and “Dunnikier” will 

develop as two separate cricket clubs. 

Indeed there was a large 

attendance at the Kinross game 

and “ladies were present” says the 

impressed Fifeshire Advertiser. It 

was a two innings game, and 

Kirkcaldy won by “seven wickets to 

go down”, after which the players 

adjourned to the National Hotel for 

a “repast”. Kirkcaldy did even 

better in the game against 

Burntisland, played in “fine autumn sunshine” albeit 

punctuated by a few showers. The writer of the Fifeshire 

Advertiser is even more impressed by the presence of the fair 

sex “the fair and graceful forms of the ladies lent enchantment 

to the view”, and once again Kirkcaldy won, this time by an 

innings. Normally, they would have batted again, but this was 

October and darkness fell early. No doubt there was revelry 

again. 



Thus cricket had been launched in Kirkcaldy. It is important to 

realise that this was not entirely an alien concept, for there 

would have been any amount of street cricket played in the 

past, as all one really needs is a ball and a block of wood. What 

was different was the game being played on an organised basis 

with boundaries, stumps, umpires, scorers etc. and of course, 

newspaper attention. Newspaper coverage however is 

sporadic and totally dependent on things like space availability 

and the whim of the editor. Already it was clear however that 

Kirkcaldy Cricket Club were not going to be dependent on Mr 

Oswald of Dunnikier, and that the two strands were already 

diverging.  

1857 saw further developments of the game, this time on “Mr 

Key’s field” which seems to be where the Fire Station is now, 

but these were all “intra-club” games and little mentioned in 

the press. The only game played within Kirkcaldy against 

opposition from another town seems to be the one played on 

Thursday August 20 1857 at the Dunnikier Policies against 

Dunfermline. Townsend himself played in this game, but the 

weather was disappointing with constant drizzle, although it 

did fair up a little by the afternoon. Henderson was the star 

men for Kirkcaldy in that he scored 23 and took five wickets in 

each innings as Kirkcaldy won handsomely. The refreshments 

were provided by Mr Christie of the Bell Coffee House. 

Kirkcaldy also played several away games in 1857 at Perth, 

Cupar and the return match against Dunfermline. They lost to 

both Perth and Cupar, towns where cricket had been 

established for longer but they beat Dunfermline again on 



September 10 in what seems to have been a lavish occasion 

on the grounds of Pitferrane Park, the seat of Sir Arthur 

Halkett Bart., a hero of the Crimean War and who actually 

played in the game. Kirkcaldy won comfortably with Drysdale, 

Henderson and Gross distinguishing themselves. The Fifeshire 

Advertiser gives a lovely image of the game was played in the 

1850s 

“In the afternoon, ladies, carriages and horsemen were on the 

ground; and nothing could be more picturesquely beautiful 

than the park at that time. The field of combat itself with its 

rainbow hues of cricketing uniform and echoing with laughter 

or shouts of excitement was something to remember as being 

a very fine sight” 

This passage tells us that 

cricketers did not necessarily 

wear whites in the 1850s and 

seems to imply that cricket 

was far from the sport of the 

working man in the 1850s! 

But cricket continued to be 

played, although in the 

1860s, it was less widely 

reported in the local press, as if it was now less of a novelty. 

Nevertheless, there seems to be loads of games played, and 

as many as six local teams are mentioned in 1869 – Dunnikier, 

St Brycedale, St Clair, Blairhill, Newton and The Rose – but very 

few details ever appear other than that Newton Park was 



much employed, and that Kirkcaldy Cricket Club seems to have  

disappeared, at least temporarily. 

A meeting was held, however at the George Hotel on 

September 4 1871, for the purpose of reconstructing the 

Kirkcaldy Cricket Club. An 

agreement was reached, 

Newton Park was leased and 

1872 saw cricket resume, as far 

as Kirkcaldy Cricket Club was 

concerned. It was a time of 

great development for other 

sports as well, both locally and 

nationally. 1872 saw the first 

ever football international at Hamilton Crescent (a 0-0 draw) 

and across the water at Raeburn Place, Edinburgh 

international rugby started as well. 

There was a political and social dimension to this as well, for 

employers were now 

beginning to give their 

workers a half day off on 

a Saturday. This meant 

that more and more 

young men could play 

the game, although it 

has to be stressed that 

cricket at this stage was 

very much a middle 

class pursuit and would stay like this for some considerable 



time. It also meant however that more and more people were 

able to come and watch the game at Newton Park. There were 

still few fixtures however, but there were games against 

Dunnikier (which always attracted a large crowd), Cupar, 

Burntisland and Dunfermline. They were not always dignified 

and well behaved, for there are reports of walkings off, 

disputings of Umpires’ decisions with the games against 

Dunfermline having a particular bite to them. 

The proximity to the railway station was a great thing and we 

find Kirkcaldy CC beginning to dip their toes into the Edinburgh 

circuit with games against Brunswick a regular feature. They 

also fielded several professionals, but whether this was a good 

idea or not is open to question because by 1884 a major 

financial crisis appeared with a debt of £100. No more 

professionals for a while, then, but the club itself survived until 

another, less tractable, problem appeared in the shape of 

Newton Park being required for building purposes. 

But by 1892 the Beveridge Park opened, and 

this was the obvious place for the club to 

move to. They first played there in 1893 and 

lasted until 1957. 

During these years, 

they were a much 

respected team in 

Scotland, although it 

is difficult to quantify 

just exactly how well 

they did because they 



did not until, the mid 1950s, play in any League or Cup 

competition, at least not at a national level. What is obvious 

however is that many of the larger teams in Edinburgh, for 

example, were prepared to give them a fixture, and many 

good games were played against the likes of Carlton and 

Heriots, for example. 

The games were played on a Saturday. Sunday cricket was 

rigorously disapproved of by the Churches until after the 

Second World War, but this did not stop it happening on an 

unofficial basis all over Scotland. Wednesday was of course 

the local half-holiday and it was always possible to play cricket 

then, although it was not a half-holiday for everyone and team 

selection was often haphazard, and there were always a few 

evening matches although for obvious reasons, they had to be 

time limited and played only against very local opposition. 

Attendances were good, phenomenally good by modern 

standards. In the 21st century, even in the Fife cricketing 

hotbeds of Falkland and Freuchie, a crowd of 100 is reckoned 

to be good, but we find frequent references in The Fife Free 

Press of the 1920s, for example, to “the bad weather limiting 

the attendance to about 300”, and on a 

good day, they could expect four figures. 

The great advantages of playing in the 

Beveridge Park, of course, were that it was 

close to the station, it was within walking 

distance of most of Kirkcaldy, and that, 

being a public park, one could watch some 

of the cricket, take children over to the 



swings and boats, buy them ice cream, then return to watch 

more of the cricket. 

 There were certain parts of the ground where the club could 

charge for admission, but it was difficult to stop people 

watching for free, and great financial importance was 

therefore attached to the “boxie” whereby a member of the 

club would walk round with a wooden box and invite 

contributions. It was a job that would attract a certain amount 

of abuse, but it was essential for the club, and although 

reports exist of financial corruption in some other clubs, there 

were no major indications of this happening in Kirkcaldy.  

The period before World War One is often described as a 

“Golden Age” of cricket, and so it was for Kirkcaldy. Teams 

from as far afield as Kilmarnock came to the Beveridge Park, 

and Kirkcaldy themselves in 1908 played a game at Hamilton 

Crescent, Glasgow, the home of West of Scotland and 

generally reckoned to be the home of Scottish cricket. There 

were many fine players, but none more so than Tom Johnston, 

who also played for Carlton, and the team was well led by 

captain James C Mackie. Good performances were often 

described as “improving the spirits of the town” but bad 

games often led to letters in the local press with caustic 

comments about whether the team ever did any fielding 

practice, and shouts from the crowd of “Do you want a 

basket?” or “Put some glue on your fingers” in the wake of a 

dropped catch. 

 



The ground was well tended by Jimmy Taylor 

(who was also groundsman at Stark’s Park), a 

crusty individual who took it personally if 

anyone damaged his wicket. Games were 

usually played in a competitive, but friendly 

spirit, although there were the usual 

complaints about Umpires (each team 

normally supplied an Umpire) and common 

disputes about time. Games were played on a 

time basis, and normally the Pavilion Clock 

was used, so that when it registered 6.30 pm 

(or whenever it was agreed) the Over in 

progress was finished and the game ended. Yet, time was 

wasted by both sides (if it suited them) and there were even 

allegations about the Pavilion Clock being deliberately 

sabotaged! 

War came in 1914. The team played a few games in 1915, but 

then folded until a partial recovery in 1919. Several of their 

players had perished, and so many more were permanently 

injured, but by the mid 

1920s, cricket was back in 

full swing with Kirkcaldy’s 

star player being the great 

Walter Venters, a man 

who had played for both 

Falkland and Freuchie 

before joining Kirkcaldy 

for whom he played for many years. On one 

occasion at Burntisland Links in a local derby, Venters 



managed to hit a ball over the railway line, to the general 

amazement of everyone. 

There was a general decline in 

performances in the 1930s, but the 

club kept going until another war 

brought an end to things. The 

resumption in the late 1940s was 

slow, but in 1955 Kirkcaldy had 

entered the Edinburgh and District 

League for the first time and almost 

won it, being deprived of the title by 

“a hairsbreadth lbw decision” on 

Saturday August 20 1955 against Stenhousemuir at the 

Beveridge Park before a crowd of 2,000 spectators! Had 

Kirkcaldy held out until 7.30 pm it would have been a draw and 

enough to give Kirkcaldy the title, but “with anxious faces 

turning towards the pavilion clock” and the last two at the 

crease, a straight ball hit the pad of young Ian Alexander and 

the game was lost. 

Soon after that, the club began to 

look for a ground of its own. One 

was found at Bennochy (on the 

site of 

where the 

doctor’s 

surgery is 

now) and 

it was leased from Michael Innes the 



solicitor, and duly opened on June 7 1958. It was an impressive 

pavilion, but it was also in some ways the beginning of the end 

for Kirkcaldy cricket as a spectator sport, not least because the 

ground, although affording a great view of the river Forth was 

well away from the town centre and difficult to reach for the 

casual spectator. 

Yet although spectator interest in the sport slowly dwindled in 

the 1950s thanks to the arrival of things like television and 

motor cars, the sport itself stayed strong with at least two 

other cricket teams in Kirkcaldy, namely Dunnikier and Nairn’s, 

and most villages like Kennoway, Leslie, Markinch, Crossgates 

and Townhill boasting a cricket team. As with most sports, 

such clubs came and went, but the trend from the 1960s 

onward however was for cricket teams to disappear.  

The next forty years from 1957 to 1997 were to be interesting 

ones for Kirkcaldy Cricket Club, not least because they reached 

the top of the cricketing tree, and then collapsed more or less 

immediately. The 1960s and 1970s, although years of 

prosperity for the town in general, were years of mediocrity 

for Kirkcaldy CC. They had some good players, not least 

professional Bill Dennis and a young man called Alan Ormrod 

who went on to play for Worcestershire, 

but it was generally an era of enthusiastic 

players who occasionally put up some 

good performances without achieving any 

sustained success. 



Yet they survived, had enough players to run a second XI, and 

usually yoyoed between the First and Second Division of the 

East of Scotland League. That 

all changed in 1983 when 

professional Ray Joseph arrived 

from the West Indies and 

became the first Kirkcaldy 

cricketer to be capped for 

Scotland. Kirkcaldy were now 

in the First Division of the East 

of Scotland League, and in 

1984, under professional Bob Carter, an outstanding all-

rounder, they began to do well, beating a few Edinburgh 

teams, notably Heriot’s and the feeling began to grow that 

they might just win the League. 

It all happened on August 25 1984. Ironically, Kirkcaldy chose 

to put on one of their worst performances of the season and 

lost at Bennochy to Leith Franklin in what can only be 

described as a major disappointment for the large crowd that 

had assembled. But the news from the other game was good. 

Basically, Kirkcaldy now needed Heriot’s to beat 

Stenhousemuir. This was long before the age of the mobile 

phone, so it was difficult to keep up with the news, but 

eventually an official of the East League phoned to 

congratulate Kirkcaldy on their success. 



It was an odd way to win anything, but that did not mean that 

it was not deserved. The club were fortunate in having several 

players all at their peak playing for the club 

at the same time – Steve Rowley, Ian Gavin, 

Mike Everett, Graham Welsh for example 

and of course in professional Carter, they 

had something special. After a long history, 

Kirkcaldy had indeed won something 

tangible, with a great deal of the credit 

deservedly going to ex-players Ian 

Alexander, Gordon Lowe and John Irvine 

who had done so much for the club behind 

the scenes. 

The success continued for a spell, with Indian Test Match 

professional Sandip Patil. Kirkcaldy 

won the 25 Over midweek 

Masterton Trophy in 1985 and 

1989. This was an Edinburgh based 

trophy and the club also won the 

Fife Cup on a number of occasions, 

and until the early 1990s the club 

was more than respectable in 

cricketing circles, doing well in the Scottish Cup on occasion 

and reaching the semi-final to lose to Poloc in Glasgow in 1985. 

But then things began to go wrong. The ground was required 

for housing development and they had to return to the 

Beveridge Park. A proposed merger with Dunnikier, which 

might have saved the club, did not go through, and the steady 



supply of young cricketers began to dry up, possibly as a result 

of schools no longer teaching the subject with the enthusiasm 

that they did before. With bewildering speed, the club 

suffered relegations, the disbanding of their 2nd Xi and a 

struggled to field a team at all as the best players defected to 

Freuchie, Falkland and elsewhere. By 1997 President Gordon 

Lowe had to send a letter to the East of Scotland League 

Secretary saying that the club would not be able to fulfil 

fixtures in 1998.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The facsimile of the resignation letter shown above brings an 

end to David’s contribution. The beautiful script conveys the 

sad message that Kirkcaldy Cricket Club is no more. Whether 

or not the reader has an interest in the game, it is still a matter 

of regret that a major team pastime of the summer months no 

longer features Kirkcaldy Cricket Club.  

This is offset by the knowledge that Dunnikier Cricket Club are 

still in existence and keeping the game alive in Kirkcaldy and 



district. It is heartening that they continue to play within sight 

of James Townsend Oswald’s former home where it all began 

166 years ago. It is comforting that in a world of change the 

connection between house and cricket field having stood the 

test of time still lives on. 

The narrative prompted and motivated the team to learn a 

little more.  Attached below are some further snippets which 

are intended to compliment the story. Some are unusual, 

some historic, some interesting, and some designed to show 

some of the illustrious names who played for the Club. Who 

would have thought that the opening batsmen in one match 

would have been Lord Rothes and Colonel Wemyss of Wemyss 

Castle. 

All that remains is to thank David Potter most sincerely for this 

further contribution and to hope readers enjoy our 22nd 

offering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


