Patrick Don Swan

Superlatives are used like confetti throughout all
aspects of modern life. Exaggerated praise,
especially for the seemingly mundane, dilutes the
truly outstanding in all shapes and forms. There
seems to be a headlong rush into upgrading the
ordinary and downgrading the extraordinary in the
pursuit of what is described as a level playing field.

In the long history of Kirkcaldy Town Council there
have been any number of outstanding figures who
have helped shape and mould the 'Lang Toun'.
These men and women, in the years between 1582
and 1976, gave their services for free having as
their only motivation the town's best interests.
Financial reward was not/could not be a prime driver.

Since 1976, and the re-organisation of local
government, councillors are handsomely paid on the
basis that remuneration should help attract a better
quality to their ranks. It is up to each reader to
determine whether they believe, in the near 50
years since the advent of paid councillors becoming
the norm, that towns and cities are better run,
money better spent, and services more effective.

This month's 'Object' is a man whom very few, if any,
who have served Kirkcaldy, can stand comparison
with. In fact, on reflection, none can. We have often
stated that, for a significant part of the 19" century,



Patrick Don Swan strode the municipal stage like a
colossus, without our necessarily backing up the
statement.

The time has come to recount his story and to
record the benefits which, especially as Provost, he
gave and brought to Kirkcaldy in both its original
and then extended form. Make no mistake, not only
did Patrick Don Swan give his services for no
pecuniary reward, he also liberally used his own
finances to bring improvements to the town. There
is always the argument that he could do so given his
wealth - but like many other philanthropists - he did
not have to!

His reward was simply improving Kirkcaldy and the
lives of the townspeople and he did that in no small
measure! Perhaps his die was already cast and
predetermined, as his father William Swan had
taken a deep interest in local affairs. He held the
office of Provost of Kirkcaldy three times in 1814-15,
1820-21 and 1830-31.

William Swan was a native of Crail but found his way
via Leven to Kirkcaldy where he became a successful
merchant and shipowner. His trade was importing
flax and spinning it into yarn. He married Margaret
Hutchison from Wemyss on the 17" November 1807
and together they had eight children. The Church
Registers, which predate the 1854 legislation, are
often fraught with issues - in this case the marriage
is recorded in both Wemyss and Kirkcaldy, so our
best guess is Kirkcaldy banns and a Wemyss



wedding. The couple had a total of eight children in
less than 11 years:-

« Patrick Don Swan 19/08/1808
« Sophia 11/02/1810*
« Thomas 27/03/1811
«  William 01/10/1812
« Alexander 04/09/1814
« David 03/12/1815%*
e Robert 22/06/1817%*
e James 07/03/1819*

*The only daughter and three boys did not reach
adulthood.

Patrick was born in his
* parent's house which was
i IN Whytescauseway and is

iy believed to  been the
L oo property which sat just
' below the entrance to Hill
Street. A map of the area
is shown with the property
I itself highlighted in red.

Patrick was born two months premature and was
considered to be a weak and puny baby with some
doubts as to whether he would survive. He certainly
did and grew into a tall strapping man but, for much
of his early years, he had a premonition that his
would be a short life. He never insured himself as he
believed to do so would not be a good bargain for
any insurance company.



It was at this stage, months after Patrick was born,
that the Glasgow Bank made the decision to open a
branch in Kirkcaldy with their securing a property on
the High Street. The bank had only commenced
business on the 15" May 1809. Included in the list

of partners, announced in the h‘  NOTIGE.
) HE GLASGOW BANK COMPANY ence
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Interesting to note that the | ™ AGEa s o 100
bank was a partnership and not the safer limited
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decades.

The bank approached William Swan to act as their
Agent and he accepted the position which allowed
him to move to the Bank House on the High Street.
It may well be that it was Walter Fergus's influence
gy 4 Which Saw William

» appointed. He continued

Xy to manage his business
f] along with his bank duties.
-1/ //, John Wood's 1824 map of
| I Kirkcaldy, shown here,
'~ once again comes to our

U,




aid and the Glasgow Bank building is highlighted in
red.

Patrick's early schooling was at the Burgh School
where 100 years earlier Adam Smith had been a
pupil. The headteacher at the time was considered
both aged and weak and several of the burghers got
together with the intention of funding and opening
an alternative school. This was duly opened in Hill
Place very close to its junction with Oswald's Wynd.
It was apparently known as 'Laverock's School'.
William Swan was instrumental in bringing Edward
Irving as Master. Irving, who went on to become an
outstanding preacher, had been the Master of the
Mathematical School in Haddington before moving to
Kirkcaldy in 1812. He studied for the ministry during
his period in Kirkcaldy and was ordained in 1815.

Swan and the other magistrates were acutely aware
of the shortcomings of the Burgh School and
managed to 'bribe' the existing headteacher to retire.
It was the Parish Minister, Mr Martin, who
interviewed and suggested acceptance of his
replacement who was none other than Thomas
Carlyle. Carlyle was, in 1816, initially engaged for
one year at a salary of £80. He immediately struck
up a friendship with William Swan and young Patrick
was moved back to the Burgh School. Carlyle was
also engaged as a private tutor to Patrick which
turned into a lifelong friendship. In later life Carlyle
was often a guest at Swan's Kirkcaldy and
Springfield homes. However, despite William Swan's
best efforts, Carlyle resigned his post in October



1818 and left for Edinburgh. It was not long before
Patrick left Kirkcaldy to attend Edinburgh University
taking up residence with an aunt during the period.

Patrick had always been viewed as a serious and
diligent scholar and matters were no different at
University. He benefited from the tuition and
friendship of Carlyle and the description portrayed
was of Patrick being a painstaking and successful
student. As he had achieved in Kirkcaldy, some
prizes came his way in elocution and other branches.

Despite his successful education the world of
teaching or academia was not for Patrick - his
ambition was to join his father in the flax business
which he duly did ;
in 1825 at the age /U

of 17. Again, John @/
Wood and his map | mu”.{g\
allow us to , /
highlight the site of
the flax business.
His brother, }
Thomas, was

working on a part time basis both in the Glasgow
Bank and the family firm.

s i

William Swan passed away in 1833 leaving Patrick,
at the age of 25, as the principal of the firm. With
the death of William the bank offered the post of
Agent to Thomas but Patrick induced him to reject
the offer and stay with the family firm on a full time
basis. Sadly, Thomas only outlived his father by



seven years. There can be little doubt that the
deaths of a sister, four brothers and his father, had a
profound effect on Patrick and possibly explains why
in later life he gave up both his time and wealth to
help the town and its people. This was our working
hypothesis but later in our research we came upon
the major driver.

It appears that at some point, following the death of
William Swan, the business became Swan Brothers
(Patrick and Thomas). What is without question is
that it expanded and extended to such a degree
that William and Alexander were assumed as
partners in the firm and for almost 50 years it was
one of Fife's, never mind Kirkcaldy's largest
enterprises. There was a spinning mill in Coal Wynd,
another in Kinghorn, yet another in Dundee, a mill in
Linktown, a bleachfield at Tyrie and a mill in Cowan
Street. Also, into the equation were several sailing
ships which imported the raw flax. The firm's offices
were for many years at the top of Rose Street.

It was in 1834 that Patrick Don Swan first joined
Kirkcaldy Town Council. At that time Kirkcaldy lived
up to its soubriquet of the Lang Toon. It was still
several decades before the neighbouring areas of
Pathhead, Sinclairtown, Gallatown and the Links,
became part of the extended Kirkcaldy. The town
literally ran the mile from the bottom of the Arcade
to the East Bridge. The population at the time was
around 4,000. It was a time of change for the town,
especially in terms of the harbour. Its long history as
a seaport was gradually drawing to a close and



although there was still around one hundred sailing
craft their number was firmly on the wane. The ships
which remained were mainly connected with whaling
or the linen industry with Swan having a foot in both
camps. We reproduce a piece from the Fifeshire

Jiimes Aytaan, Gaspinner, Abbot hall; Alesander Tere. Journal of the 4%
O T e lhetover. dos Witinw Black, October 1834. 1t

writer, do.: Alesander Crombie, _ironmonger, do.; James lists the men

M m. ; ‘M.u “.' A'fu.llf; 1
do.: A - powner, H St N N f
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engineer, . 3 merchant, do. ; John .
e T e Wenye, wriien, do s Witem TOWN Council the

Wishart, mesvhant, 4o, N following month
— and there is Patrick D. Swan amongst a plethora of
the great and the good.

It is always difficult to be certain when records are
sparse but there is one belief which is ~
certainly incorrect. It is often "
advanced that when Patrick joined the
Council - his father was the Provost -
thereby creating the rare occurrence
of father and son serving on the same
council. However, William Swan died
in 1833, so while that was impossible,
there is no question that the 1823
badge from the Provost's chain was
worn by each.

4 In 1837, following the death of
Colonel Patrick Don of
Springfield, Patrick Swan
inherited Springfield Estate
near Cupar. We have indulged




in some research here as becoming the proprietor
of this modest estate enrolled Patrick amongst the
‘county gentlemen’. One Dbenefit was his
appointment as a Justice of the Peace and a
Commissioner of Supply. He certainly gave to the
county a considerable portion of the time he did not
devote to his own burgh. He had to have made an
impact as, ultimately, he was appointed a Deputy
Lieutenant of the county.

So who was this Colonel Patrick Don? He died on
the 23™ of January 1837. We find in The Perthshire
Constitutional and Journal of the 25" January, that
he had been in poor health for some time - “his
constitution broken in the service of his country”. He
had joined the army at a young age and appears to
have served for a lengthy period in the East Indies.
On retiring from the army he returned to his native
county where he took a deep interest in the affairs
of Cupar Parish.

His birth was traced to the parish of Crail where he
was born to William Don and Anna Blair on the 16"
May 1756. He married on the 17" December 1809
to Katherine or Catherine Millie from Dysart. They
appear to have had no issue.

However, a sister, Elizabeth Don, was unearthed and
she had married a William Swan, again in Crail, on
the 24™ April 1772. This would appear to be the
connection as four children were born to the
couple:-



Agnes  28/02/1773
William 11/12/1774%
Barbara 18/11/1781
Patrick 14/03/1784

We are convinced that this William* is the father of
Provost Patrick Don Swan. The limited information
prevents certainty but this theory seems highly
plausible and probable.

Swan may have inherited in 1837 or perhaps he had
to await the death of the Colonel's widow in 1868.

We tend to favour the latter
when we establish there is a
mention of Provost Swan in
the Fifeshire Journal of 10%
October 1878. The article
related to the death of a John
A. Brownlee who had been
the Steward at Springfield

T Dearu or Ma Joux A. Browxiee—Many will
regret to learn the death of Mr Jubhn A, ‘l'-n_-ln‘lct:l
for forty years the faithful steward of hp::.»:hr!

House, Of Iate he had not been in his ususl bealtl,
and three woeks ago he left Cupar for Chalners
Hospita!, Edinburgh, where, sfter undergoizg sn
operation, he explred on Saturday night, The de-
coased was o native of Coldstream, and after scting
as & page-boy in a nobleman’s family at Glagow,
sntered the service of an M. P, ia London, snd was
present at the Queen's corunation in June 1838, ‘,"’
came to Capar with Colonel Don, of .s;,nu:.yld
House, shortly thereafter, The Colonel, and after
him his widow, he served with unfailing fidelity. Un
the death of the latter, about eight years ago, he was
retained in the service of her snccessor, Provost Swan,
of Kirkealdy, and became » great favourite with him,
Loog » staunch member of the Bounygate U.P. con-

House for upwards of 40 puisiiii Siiaiss™
years. It mentioned that he o
had served the Colonel, then his widow, and after
her death was retained by Provost Patrick D. Swan.
Newspapers of the time make many mentions of
Colonel Don's widow in connection with farming and
gardening at Springfield House between 1837 and
1868. The possibility exists that the widow had life-
rent of the estate, although Swan was the owner,
but it remains conjecture. This would have allowed
him to inherit, if not occupy, as articles on the
subject clearly state that he inherited from Colonel
Don - not the widow.

gregation here, he took an interest in every good work,



IIB. Dacin Mictie Asxor, bleacher, Kirkaldy, was

The vyear 1837 saw a local man suffering
transportation to Australia for a period of seven
years. The Perthshire Advertiser of the 28
September 1837 carried a report that:- David Millie
Arnot, bleacher, Pathhead, was found guilty of a
breach of trust in that in the May and June of that
year he appropriated 2,200 spindles of vyarn
belonging to Patrick Don Swan for his own purposes.
Swan had sent

accused of breach of trust and emhezzlement, in so far the yarn to

as havinz, in May and June 'ust, been entrusted by
Potrick Don Swan. with several spindles (?f yarn for
the purpose of being bleached, which in plice of
being re.delivered to the said Patrick Don Swan was
appropriated by the panel to his own use.  The panel
pled guilty to one of the eharges, and was sentenced
Lo seven years' transportation.

L N N

Arnot for
bleaching. This
snippet was

extracted from a
full report of the

trials held at
Perth Circuit Court that week. Twelve of the sixty
cases related to Fifeshire inhabitants. The incidence
of transportation, for up to 14 vyears, for often
seemingly innocuous ‘crimes', is quite staggering.
The family followed the father to Australia and one
son certainly made a name for himself in the world
of biscuits — more to follow in a later Object!

Returning to the main narrative, if the truth be told,
the council appeared to have done very little to
improve Kirkcaldy over the first few decades of the
19" century. Their main preoccupation appeared to
be selling off the acres of the town's common land
which, in fairness, was not restricted to Kirkcaldy.
Kirkcaldy does at least have the excuse that initially
it was done to raise money to repair the harbour



after a great storm in the mid 1700s. That said, as
mentioned in previous narratives, Kirkcaldy fell foul
of court rulings in this endeavour. The only
remaining portion of the 8.172 acres granted to the
town by Charles I in 1644 is the Volunteer's Green.

The town was a far different one when Patrick Swan
joined the council to the one he eventually left. Most
water came from wells which were fed from the high
ground above the town. Drainage could hardly be
described as anything other than primitive. The
sloping ground allowed the burns to be used as
sewers carrying the refuse into the Forth. Refuse
was piled up beside doors and the sanitary
arrangements normally consisted of throwing the
contents into channels of stagnant water lying in the
street. The council employed men to remove such
refuse and carry it to the dung depot WhICh Iay at
the junction of M ~ AV .. NS
George Burn Wynd
and Cowan Street. | &/
Again, a portion of \5‘%’" I 4
John Wood's map is 7y Sl
attached showing the 77 s
site. An adjacent /5 55
property is shown as _ ' 2
Mr  Balfour's mill =4 ™ 1 >
which in time Swan took over the ownership of -
doubtless workers could enjoy the healthy tang of a
melange of dung and the sea!

On his entry to the council he did not make
immediate waves. He was well known in the town



and considered to have good business acumen and
abilities. He took a deep interest in the affairs of the
council which his father had presided over. In 1837
he was proposed for the post of Treasurer although
the proposal was defeated. Whether because of this
or not, he did not stand for re-election in 1837 and
returned entirely to his business life. That said, the
connection between the Swan family and the council
was not broken as his brother, Thomas, was elected
in his place.

As mentionerd previously, Patrick Don Swan, became

o;':;:f:z';:ma:r:.:“a::w;mmz:l a Justice of the Peace and the
count; ,ﬁ&ﬁz‘encm’um appear to bave’ . . . .
i e Bt S cotie, appointment was first mentioned in
SRR, (... | the Fife Herald of the 25" January
Mﬁﬁ»ﬁf‘“ / 1838. He was certainly in good
ﬁmhg,g‘;w ' company as two other Kirkcaldy
Witn b ta S | MEN were appointed at the same
Derid Peming, b o Mo time. One was banker, George
T Dotied; . o Bulpade : :
Somes Moo B o e, Anderson, with the other being
Snae g David Landale of the 'last duel' fame.
Jobn Miller, Esq. of Kinsleith. . .
e Mo e of Rt David Landale was Provost in 1835
s R .
o and George Anderson followed him
rew C. Stephen; Esq. of Saline, . .
S T, By o i, in 1836 and was again elected to
Wil o b o P the Chair in 1839. Patrick Don Swan
David Yool, Esq. manufacturer.

followed them in 1841. A little
snippet from the newspaper shows the names of two
of the men.

Patrick's brother, Thomas, died in 1840 and once
again despite thorough searches of the Church
Registers we failed to locate his death being
recorded. Enough is enough and a search of the



burials in Kirkcaldy's Old Kirk graveyard produced
the answers!  William R ——
Swan died on the 24%
August 1833 with Thomas
passing away on the 20 |
September 1840. Both |
are recorded as being |
merchants. The records '
and the gravestone also |
suggests that; Sophia, 8
Robert, David and James,
are contained in what
must be more than one lair, although no dates of
death are recorded.

On the death of Thomas, Patrick was asked to return
to the council and, in November 1841, he was
unanimously elected Provost. One of his first actions
as Provost was one which was characteristic of the
man. There was a severe trade depression in 1842
and many men were thrown out of work. Swan, on
his own initiative, employed a large number of these
men to improve the streets in parts of the town. At
the next meeting of the Town Council he not only
secured authority for his actions but managed to
recover the sum of £30 from the Corporation funds
to offset some of the wages he was paying. There
can be little doubt that this act of benevolence, and
a zeal for improvements during his first year as
Chief Magistrate, would stand him in good stead
with members of the public.

In the same year the Provost took up the matter of



harbour improvements. Trade had been falling off
and to some extent the limited accommodation for
vessels was to blame along with the fact it was
rather exposed and therefore liable to silting up. In
August of 1842 a Committee of which he was
convenor recommended that the piers should be
extended and a breakwater constructed. The cost
was estimated at £40,000. Also at this stage rather
than the Town Council being the harbour managers,
a new supervisory body, The Harbour
Commissioners, was brought into being. The
commissioners were to be elected by the
townspeople of Kirkcaldy with the assistance of a
further two commissioners from the County of Fife.
The elected Provost would serve as Chairman. Sadly,
the breakwater was seriously damaged by a storm
soon after its construction and surprisingly not
replaced/repaired.

After this extension was completed although
retaining an active interest in the harbour, never in
the remainder of his periods in office did Swan
embrace any further large-scale schemes for
improving or extending it. In 1878, there was a
very strong lobby for improving or replacing the
harbour. Despite almost a year being spent in
heated debate, both for and against the proposal,
the Provost retained a neutral stance. He based his
position on the belief that he was too old to
administer such a huge undertaking.

On the 16™ January 1843 a youthful Provost Swan
chaired a meeting in Bethelfield Church with the



KIRKALDY. H
Axti-Coex-Law Drreration, -On the forenoon of Mon- pU rpose Of secu rlng
day last, Mosses R. Coluden, M., Colonel . Thompson, amd

Juseph Diright. a deputation from ihe English Anii Com- | SU ppOFt tO agltate fOI‘ the

Law League, addressed a public meeting, held in Bethel

field chapel, on the subject of the Corn-laws. Monday heing ' a bol |t| on Of th e CO rn

a holiday. the chepl ‘was well filled: the eelebrity and
talent of the speakors may be, no doubt, given as vne of the

mans for the grat namber proent, which cmpried | LAWS.  The meeting was

scetions from all varties and elasses of the community. Me. | addressed by two of the
major figures supporting abolition — Richard Cobden
and John Bright. Eventually abolished in 1846, and
covered in past stories, the laws protected British
landowners by setting minimum prices and taxing
what would be cheaper imported corn. Provost Swan
instituted the first Freedom of the Burgh Award to
Cobden to recognise his outstanding work in the
campaign.

In 1845 there was an unseemly dispute over the
ringing of the town bell (this was the original town
bell, not its replacement of 1882). The town bell was
housed in the steeple of the Town Hall (see Object
28) and for many years had been rung prior to the
various services of the Parish Church.

However, the 1843 Disruption meant that the
majority of the inhabitants were no longer adherents
of the Established Church. The bell was on Council
property and was therefore under the control of the
Provost and Magistrates. Provost Swan was one of
the leading lights in the new Free Church and that
may have led to the Council stopping the bell calling
the Parish Church congregation to worship.

Two meetings were held in the Town House in
response to the Council's action. The Fife Herald
reported that “there was exhibited such conduct as



reflects no great credit on those who bear the name
of Magistrates. The council were determined that the

town bell should not be
rung on Sundays,
exclusively to suit the hours
of the Established Kirk
assembling for worship”.

Matters rapidly descended
into chaos with the Church,
through its Minister, Mr
Brydon, serving a summons
on each individual Council
member. To counter that
there was even talk of the
Council approaching the

Tne Berr Coxtrovensy.—The simple interrogatory,
“Who'll toll the bell I familiar in the nursery rhymes of
our country, has been again re-agitated here by our savans
and ecclesiastics. The inhabitants generally have taken no

blic or pruminent part in the contruversy, in the settle-
ment of which they consider they have no particular local
or general interest. We understand the Town-Council
some time ago had given it a quictus by passing a general
order to ring the town bell at a certain hour on Sunday to
suit all sects or creeds of the Christian Church here, both
Established and Voluntary. This resolution a
have been either rescinded or not rigidly adhe
the bell controversy has again revived, and has become a

ve .:met of strife and unseemly contention among our

E;‘rgh ials. The Kirk-scssion and the members and
office-bearers of our churches of various denominations have
also entercd with zest into the spirit of the controversy.
The Town-Council, in the meantime, at a late meetin
rud a resolution in opposition to the views entertai

y the Kirk-session, to exercise full or undivided suthority
over the tolbooth bell. The friends of the Established
Church state that a resolution passed by the Council on the |
subject is illegal, and that, des, they have the right of

ption for the space of twe hundred yecars, duri

which time the bell has been rung only for the Establi
Church. On this plea they have resolved to raise an action
of reduction against the Magistrates and Town-Council,
each of the members of which have been served
larly with the notice. 1t is reported that Provost Swan, at
the meeting on Friday evening, was so much dissatisfied
with the untoward position and the working opposition
on the bell controversy, that he resigned his office as provost
of the burgh.

to
to; for

Court of Session to give them exclusive right to the
use of the town bell.

The Fife Herald of the 20" February went as far as
suggesting that Provost Swan had resigned during
the second meeting. By the following week the same
paper reported that some of the Council members
had thought better of their actions and that
hopefully peace would soon be restored. The article
ended by hoping that Swan would soon return to his
place — which clearly he did.

That said, it must be possible/probable that this
episode led to the decision covered in the following
paragraph. There can be no doubt that as the Herald
pointed out "“they had neither added to their
influence, honour or popularity”. Error of Judgement



by Provost Swan?

Patrick Don Swan signified his wish to resign from
the Provostship in 1845 but remained on the Town
Council for a further year. At that point he resigned
altogether to allow him to engage all his energies in
consolidating and extending the family firm.

In April 1850 Provost Russell resigned from his
position following the failure of his substantial works.
Swan was co-opted to the Council in April of 1850
with the sole intention of placing him in the
Provost's chair in the November. However, the
proposal to elect him was not carried through and it
appears that, while remaining on the Council, he did
not attend any meetings for the rest of the term
resigning again in November 1850.

It was not until 1853, after a three year absence,
that he returned to the fold and from then until his
final retiral in 1886 was a continuous member.

The Provosts who occupied the post between his
first and second terms were:-

. Samuel Davidson 1845
. Thomas Russell 1847
. Edward Sang 1850
. Henry Beveridge 1853
. James Birrell 1859

While the essence of this narrative is to extol the
virtues of Provost Swan, it is not a blinkered



narrative. We have perhaps seen “the toys being
thrown out of the pram” on leaving the Council in
1850. He was certainly a tad naughty in 1856 when
he torpedoed Henry Beveridge's re-election as
Provost. Given the thrust of his argument, it is all
the more surprising that in time he spent 26
consecutive years as the Provost.

The article in question appeared in the Fifeshire
Journal of the 13" November 1856 and relates to

Kirkoaldy—the Pure and Perfoct.—Ab the int  The first

meeting of the Kirkealdy Town Council afier the Meeting of the
recent election, Mr Swan is reported fo bavegiven Council  after

following good chamcier to Cupar and Dune the elections.

fermlice :—* Mr Swan, after seferving o the The heading

very harmonious manner in which the elections was Kirkca/dy
had that heoouldmet - 7He Pure
rofrain from making one remark as to the feeling the
which he hed againet the system of reelection. pc/roct, “After
having referred to the very harmonious manner in
which the Kirkcaldy elections had been conducted he
said he could not refrain from making one remark as
to the feeling he had against re-election. He
acknowledged that he had been a transgressor in
this respect in times past, but latterly he had kept
aloof from office on this very ground. Mr Drysdale
would bear him out in saying for long no re-elections
were allowed in Kirkcaldy and the consequence at
the time was that affairs were conducted in a very
healthy manner, while in Cupar and other places
where the Magistrates never changed, the utmost
rottenness and mismanagement prevailed. In
Dunfermline, the Provost was never changed - the



same individual lived and died as Provost. Now, it
must strike many that Mr Swan, Kirkcaldy, reading a
lecture to other burgh councils is very much like
Satan reproving sin. However, this affords another
illustration of how difficult it is for other burghs or
individuals to see themselves as others see them?”.

Goodnight to Henry Beveridge's hopes of another
term! It has to be said that given the reign that
commenced four years later it was a case of “do
what I do — not what I say”. Takes a little polish off
the good Provost Swan?

It was in the decade between 1850 and 1860 that
Patrick Swan came to become recognised as a
leading light in the town and it also saw St.
Brycedale becoming his home. In the late 1840s
the town suffered from a severe depression in trade
and there were many failures. Chief amongst these
was the extensive business of the afore-mentioned
Thomas Russell who had
been the Provost as
recently as 1847. This
led to his estate and
mansion house of St.
Brycedale being put up |
for sale and it was |
Patrick Don Swan who

secured the purchase. For close on 40 years it was
the scene of enjoyable gatherings and private
meetings on some proposed improvement to the
town, or to the Free Church, and also schemes to
improve the moral welfare of the community. It




would seem that the whole family resided in St.
Brycedale, not just Mr Swan. That said, by 1860,
when Provost Swan started out on his marathon
innings as Civic Head, it was only himself and
Alexander who remained alive and living in the
house.

Over 40 years later, as his life drew towards its close,
Provost Swan entertained an idea to leave the house
and the grounds as a gift to the burgh. However, as
we shall see this proved not to be feasible.

Death was never far away from this particular family
as was proved yet again between 1855-1859. In
January of 1855 his mother passed away and four
years later he lost his brother, William, at the
relatively young age of 47. William appeared to be a
modest and amiable man and managed to find his
way into Matthew Forrest Connolly's magnum opus -
The Biographical Dictionary of the Eminent Men of
Fife of Past and Present Times, Natives of the
County or Connected with it by Property, Residence,
Office, Marriage or Otherwise.

Astonishingly, it was only William, from the family,
who found his way into the tome which, once again,
raised speculation as to exactly what in Connolly's
eyes constituted being 'eminent’.

The book was published in 1866 but a little research
reveals that the entry was copied, word for word,
from the Fifeshire Advertiser of March 1859. The
snapshot certainly gives an indication of the family's



character and is worth repeating here:-

"An active partner of a leading firm, that of Swan
Brothers — a firm that would be accepted, even in
the greatest marts of commerce, as a type of all
that is upright and honourable in the character of
the British merchant - Mr Swan was necessarily
widely known and it is only repeating the general
sentiment that he was as widely respected. Mr
William Swan gave special attention to the shipping
department of his business and was warmly loved
and respected by the captains and crews of the
several vessels owned by the firm - his personal
attentions to their wants and comforts being
unceasing. For every case of charity, private or
public, Mr Swan, like his brothers, had the free hand
and open heart; indeed, with him the assisting of
the unfortunate was a daily habit, and with all this
giving there was a characteristic absence of the least
appearance of ostentation”.

There is a body of opinion that the year 1860
brought the dawn of a new era to Kirkcaldy. In this
year Patrick Don Swan allowed himself to be
nominated for the position of Provost and in
November of that year he was duly elected. He
appears to have entered into improving the town
with a vigour and for close on a generation he was
the centre of influence in the burgh. His public work
was not confined to matters municipal. His money
and influence remained as a support to the Free
Church and he showed the keenest interest in
education in the town. He worked tirelessly to
improve the roads and the streets, also lending his



influence for almost every movement intended for
the betterment of the inhabitants. Without question
his personality brought order and dignity to Council
proceedings. Very quickly bye-laws were brought
into force for better regulation of the town's streets.

He very soon began to encourage habits of thrift and
temperance amongst the townspeople. He did the
former through a long association with the Savings
Bank movement and the latter by attempting to
reduce the number of licenced premises in the town.

1862 saw him taking up the important
work of widening and also reducing the
gradient of the narrow and steep
thoroughfare known as the Path. The Path
at the time was the main access to
Kirkcaldy from the north and east. The
steep and winding slope always led to
difficulties both ascending and descending
with the issue never being fully solved
until the opening of the Victoria Viaduct
some forty years later.

THE PATH.

Tuxas can be no doubt that a great improve-
meut bas been effected by the wideaing of the
Path, and as Mr M. Nairn states in bis lotter
addressed to the Council, it has done more to
Joiu Kirkealdy and Pathbead than any Act of
Parliament could ever do. These Acts are

good and nocessary things in themselves, but ||
without material help to begin with they are |,
of little use ; and it was well, therefure, before | |
gotting & Burgh Estension Bill passed, to |1
widen and improve the highway between the | '

most important sections of the new burgh.
The improvement has been carried out at
great deal of trouble and expense ; but thanks
to Provost Swan, Mr M. Naim, and some
others, the work is accomplished and most of
the money subwcribed But there is still &

hundred or two awaatiog, aud wo hope this will |

soon be forthcoming. A little gonerous effort
would do it.  The Pathhead Feuars bave given
£100, and the Kirkcally Town Council £30,
A very few wore handsome subscniptions would
clear the Path eutirely of debt ; and form the
nucleus of a fund for further improvements in
the same direction.

ELECTION 0F MAGISTRATES —The Town Council
mot on Thursday eveniog Inst week, when all the
vew Councillops were t, and took the usaal
oathe.  Mr P, D. Swan was, as we hal anticipated,
elected Provost. Bailie Watson, Baile Spears, and
Troasarer White were all 80 their respeo.
tive offices, The were ccnducted with
the greatest dooorum, and, we believe, this will be
found o feature chameteristio of the new reign, the
former seones and rows which made our Couneil
mectings notoriows hnving very littlo chance of being
repeated under Provest Swan,  Exeept sppointing
n small committee to oo-opemte with the magistrates
in watehing after the safety of the Sands Road, there
was 10 other hysiness tramsacted by the meeting,

CHURCHING op ris COUSCIL—Our new Pray
it Is well known, is o xenlous Free Churchman, byt
this did not hinder him snnouncing on Thursday
ovening to the councillors thuat he iutended ¢, o).
serve the old eustom. b’ to the Parish Church
on Sabbuth first, This) ity of the Provost had
the dlw:n:l calling out ‘b‘m‘:"::rgl'hﬁty of the
eouncil, for many years 188 not been
nwdlmmmuu&bhzhlug

The Provost was re-elected in
1863 and again in November of
1865. This meant that
the fifth time he had been
elected
There can be
people
recognised Patrick Swan as an
important,

it was

Chief Magistrate.
little doubt that
of Kirkcaldy

valuable and



impressive figurehead. It was decided that he should
be the recipient of a public dinner to recognise his
achievements and in particular to being elected
Provost for a fifth term.

A lengthy but interesting article | ,,ovost swax AND KIRKCALDY
appeared in the Fifeshire AFFASRE
Journal of the 16 November | e s o e o, commited s vy
1865. It was a report Of the el ad B o e e v e i

Magistrates elected 0 the | ke e e e ey o e e

County Burghs following the ‘o tho Chief
elections earlier in the month. e i
All the expected place names were included
although Anstruther operated two Councils - Easter
and Wester and Kilrenny is surprisingly mentioned
as a separate burgh. The Kirkcaldy paragraph
reports that the first meeting of the new Council was
held in the Town Hall on Friday the 10" with:- “Bailie
Beveridge presiding. Councillor Spears proposed that
Patrick Don Swan be re-elected as Provost of the
burgh. The motion was seconded by Treasurer
Whyte and carried unanimously. Councillor Ireland
proposed that John Barnet should be re-elected as
Bailie. The motion was seconded by Councillor Innes
and carried. The Dean of Guild's Council were re-
elected. Dr. Young, Dr. Stoddart, the Dean of Guild
and Mr James Beveridge, were elected Inspectors of
the slaughter-house. Captain Isles and Captain
Young were appointed assessors of the Admiralty.

The first advertisements/notice for the dinner were
traced to the Fife Herald and the Fifeshire Journal on
the 7" December. That appearing in the Herald is far

S1x,—On the 10th instant, Provost Swan, on be-

{(Mr P. D. Swan), stood ap and stated that he ob-
lﬂﬂu&-d



clearer and is reproduced
here. The dinner including
wine was to cost 10/6d or
slightly over 50p. The
strange thing is that the
venue is not mentioned -
perhaps it was
envisaged/assumed that it
would be held in the Town
Hall. It can also be seen
that the notice was signed
by W.R.Spears as the Hon. Sec. which is surprising
as he was the Town Clerk at the time.

Further information was found the following week in
the Dundee Courier of the
12", The venue is to be the P ¥ B Li1. 0. D I XN 2

PATR!OK DON BWAN’ BQ
‘ : PROVOST OF KIBRKOALDY.

Corn Exchange and we ‘.,.sm;.“..,.,.,,a.m,u.m.;;r,,,‘.,.;.,,

. . [ eld In w L
learn that special trains are | Ko o i St " (it o B

1
Ficw Do should be invited 10 & uo DIND

H
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being run from Dundee and g‘*"ﬁf‘mww*mmﬂmmv B Bl o ik

.CORN.EXCHANG KIRKOALDY

the south, in order that all f“”*‘”‘”“"”“_"‘““““‘f“’ &
Provost Swan's friends can = | % Lo ouunant of e Gousag. - . -

Dunwr on l.ho Table at 5.50, 'r(ekcu, incluging Wines, 10s. G1. ;
be present. gach, to o had st tho Goorge avd % rkcaldy.
P o T mé:f..m -1 .,mm

"6’}:. %hmo iubsctibod, mis 10se {atenilng to j
The Scotsman of the 13% "'3"‘"""‘“"-'““"'"7“""”'"“ copie ey,
Mimldr Sth December ma

had a completely different

layout to the advertisement and included the fact
that “Ladies” tickets were available at a cost of 3/-
for the platform”. Again, this advertisement is
attached for interest. The Lord-Lieutenant, Sir
Robert Anstruther Bart., had agreed to preside over

proceedings.

w \V RSPBARB Hon Swgﬂo



The function took place on the afternoon of Friday

PUBLIC DINNER IN HONOUR OF
PROVOSY SWAN, KIRKCALDY.

On Friday cight, Provost Swan, Kirkealdy, was
entertained to a public dinner in the Corn Exchange,
The chair was by Sir Robert An-
struther, Bart, M_P , the Lord- Licuteflant of Fifeshire :

the 15" December and there
were over 200 guests present.
The hall was decorated with
evergreens, hothouse plants
and flags. The guest list was
not restricted to being a Who's
Who of Kirkcaldy and Fife, with
many of those mentioned
coming from further afield.

After the loyal toast it was Sir Robert who spoke at
some length on the Provost as a person and civic
head. He pointed out “that they were not giving a
dinner because they had to, rather it was given in
order to thoroughly, genuinely and cordially, to
express our feelings of esteem and regard for the
man”. Other quotes included “he is lavish, not only
in money, but of time and of brains - of all, indeed,
which in any way could improve the prosperity and
happiness of this place — and I do not think it is too
much when I say that the Burgh of Kirkcaldy has not
just honoured him, but it has honoured itself by now
having elected him five times to be its Chief
Magistrate”.

Swan's reply to the Chairman's kind words did
indeed ring a chord with what had been written in
relation to his brother William who, as mentioned
earlier, had passed away in 1859. He gave the credit
for many of the reforms which had been carried out
to his late brother, in whose mind they had
originated. The Provost confessed that of the



reforms which the brothers had discussed, to date
only a few had been carried out. He highlighted
three outstanding items which were on his 'to do' list.
These were a good road at St Brycedale, a good
road to Pathhead and, possibly of most importance,
a good supply of water for the town. These lay in the
future but were at least on the agenda.

The dinner went on to take the normal shape for the
time, in that there was an inordinate number of
toasts and replies to toasts. They were of many and

varied topics such as the
“Educational Institutions
of the County”. The
danger of these things
would appear to be that
each toast was
accompanied with strong
drink.

It was rather obvious that
the alcohol imbibed had
an effect, with the Rev.

Rev. Mr Jamizson, Free Cbu::dnh.h:. I‘;:::
head, here rose, amid uproar cries of *
me," to address mndng He said -1 state,
of all, broadly and unequivocally, the Church con-
sists of all believers—{cries of * Order.’ and uproar.)
—at the same time, we have just had reference made
to varied regiments in the army, but I must say, dis-
tinctly and unequivocally, that it ix the “&tn -
tished that stands by its colours in the hour of
anger. (Hisses, applavse, and uproar.) Standi
in my w“':k:nd seeing s wany Free Ch
ministers in count Fife, 1 have to state m
distinct belief that the Free Church of ithis—(
uproar, cries of ‘ Pat him down,’ ‘ Disgrace,” Pro-
gramme,” &e.)

‘The Cuar:MaN pleaded for order, but requested Mr

::rnhwu to introduce nosectarias discussion. (Hear,
)

Mr Jawiesox proceeded to make further remarks
amid renewed confusion, in the midst of phrases like
the following :—* Allow me % speak & few minutes
‘1 wont be put down ; * You wont allow a mau free-
dom or independence to ex aa opinion.’

The uproar having lasted for a few minutes,

Jamieson of Pathhead

Free Church at one point arising, interrupting, and
complaining during the Rev. Brydon's toast to “The
Clergy of all Denominations”. Quite what his
complaint was about was difficult to ascertain due to
the noise levels. Jamieson was determined to be
heard and the audience did not want him heard! The
Chairman was heard to say that he wanted "no
sectarian discussion introduced”. The Rev. would not
sit down until Swan's long time Lieutenant was sent



for in the shape of Bailie Barnet - "The Rev. resumed

his seat”.

No sooner had that rumpus had died down when a

gentleman of

press insisted that the toast
to “the Press” should have g5
followed immediately after
the “Pulpit” - which clearly
it did not. In the midst of

his harangue,
struck a lively

Tuz dinner to Provost Swan, of Kirkealdy, on
Friday last week, i3 alike gratifying as a fit re-
cognition of municipal and social worth, and as a
great suecess in earryingout a good institation
characteristically Brisish—for wo in these islands
nover care to do auything gemerous or noble,
withous, ift at all possible, having a good feast in
bowour of it. Never was this time-honoured
prastice more deservedly earried out than when
ahout 250 gentlemen from all parts of Fife, and
from Dundee and Edioburgh, and elsewhere, as-
samibled at Kirkenldy to do bonour to the worthy
Provost of she * Lang Tomn." Sicr Robest
Anstruther ocoupied the chair, the duties of
which be discharged with an affability and kind
of abandon which produced the happiest effect in
the gathering. All passed off plessantly, i we
except the Aiatws which was created by a rev.
gontloman whose sad want of judgmen: and a
sense of propriety soemed to have lately carried
him beyond himself, as the report in another
column will teatify.

the local

the  band iy ot e SR T

air, Which [ ihe Sounty, he gave the toast, which was drunk
with all the homours,

completely drowned out the

speakers. The Chairman called for
“Bailie Barnet to assist me in the
maintenance of order” - which the
Bailie certainly achieved. The
impression is never far away that
when things, of all dimensions,
needed fixing - Barnet was the
'fixer' in whatever fashion was
required.

With order restored the toasts were completed with
only those on the original list allowed to speak.
Quite what Anstruther and Swan made of these
events is unclear but perhaps it was just an example
of the gentry at play. We reproduce remarks from
the Fife Herald of the 21%* December 1865. At a
public dinner given in favour of Dr. Schmitz, the
Headmaster of Edinburgh High School, mention was
made of the disorderly proceedings. As the say bad




news travels fast!

“In the course of the evening, a number of popular
airs were played by the band of the Kinghorn
Artillery Volunteers; and a Glee Club, under the
leadership of Mr Locke, Dunfermline, sang a number
of glees and songs”.

So ended the first public recognition event for
Provost Swan.

In his reply the Provost had rightly judged that the
last mentioned improvement was the most urgent.
It would be wrong to suggest that Kirkcaldy had no
fresh water supply until the late 1860s. Bailie Black
wrote an article for the Fifeshire Advertiser on the
22" March 1889 on the FIFESHIRE ADVER
town's water supply. It ======_—_—_=—_£
was part of a series pUBLIC MEN ON PUBLIC AFFAIRS

entitled Public Men o0n | panis BLACK ON “OUR WATER
Public Matters. The Bailie l SUPPLY.”

mentioned that “the

Kirkcaldy Burgh Trust Act had been passed in 1811
and shortly thereafter water was piped from Raith
for the service of the old royal burgh: and forty-four
years thereafter the Dunnikier water-works were
completed for the benefit of a part of the outlying
district”. The Bailie went on to explain that both of
these proved serviceable as far as they went, but
conjointly they were scarcely adequate for the
needs of one third of the population. The bulk of the
inhabitants had therefore, up to that time, no other
means of supply than that which they obtained from



public and private wells, which was often scant in
amount, and in most cases polluted to a greater or
lesser extent by surface sewage”.

In the article the Bailie mentioned that the need for
better water supply was driven by "“the terrible
scourge of Asiatic Cholera which visited our shores
with fearful effect twice within the first part of the
present century”,

Something had to be done
and on this basis the
Council took matters in
hand and in this endeavour
were joined by Dysart. The
plan was to store water at
the gathering area of the
Lothrie Stream which lay
near the foot of the Lomond Hills. The proposition
was explained at many meetings in the two burghs
but did not receive universal acceptance. In fact the
plan met with hostile, bitter and determined,
opposition in some quarters. The first suggestion
that a water supply as such be provided surfaced in
1864. At that stage a sub-

THE SUPPLY OF WATER FOR KIRKCALDY.

committee was formed to e — o
. . Lttt ic meeti e inhabitants of Ki
investigate the possibilities. Wil e St Lenirvd

on Monday evening, to hear the report of a Sub-
el el =

. . adequate supply of w or house! d o
The Fifeshire Journal of the 3™  pupess, s sioto take into comsideraion the
desirability of taking definite steps for that &o:;
August 1865 reported that on - Ihekalwaswel filled by sepresertatise o
and Dysart. Provost Swan occupied the chair ;

the 31st July a meeting had L Pt s e
taken place in the Town Hall. The ﬁ?%&;%w&& m‘"."‘“m.
meeting, chaired by Provost G jon M Leod Ninian Lockbart, M. Xairme,
L Chafill, Robert Heggie, Jobn Lockhart,
William Watson, and others. - =




Swan and supported by Captain Oswald, was packed
to the rafters and contained representatives of the
three parishes involved:- Kirkcaldy, Abbotshall and
Dysart. Camilla Loch had been an earlier possibility
but samples of water sent for analysis to a Dr.
MacAdam in Edinburgh had suggested it was
“second class water of an inferior quality”. It was
also suggested that there might be difficulties in
carrying the water to Gallatown and Dysart.

The Committee then directed their attention to
Lothrie. John Sang, the eminent engineer, had
examined the site and determined that with a little
damning a large supply of water could be stored.
Again, a sample was sent to a Professor Penny in
Glasgow and Dr. MacAdam in Edinburgh for analysis.
Their reports indicated that the “water was of first
class quality and well adapted for domestic and
manufacturing purposes”. It was estimated to cost
£40,000 with the ability to supply 20,000 persons.
The initial idea had been to supply the water
through a joint stock company but that was
superseded by using a general assessment. Bailie
Barnet suggested that the highest assessment would
be 1/6d in the £, but a sliding scale of 3d or 4d in
the £ was more likely. An attempt to secure the
supply from Loch Leven had been rejected by the
landowners in the area.

Ultimately, the meeting unanimously resolved to
take steps to have the Lothrie water introduced; to
carry out the undertaking by means of an
assessment on the properties in the Parliamentary
Burghs of Kirkcaldy and Dysart, such assessment to



Avorner Grear Warer Megning.—On ‘Tuesday

be levied at the lowest practicable rate; but in order
to afford any facility for borrowing on reasonable
terms, powers to be taken for a rate not exceeding
1s 6d per pound on the rental value; and that, in
order to carry out the scheme, an Act be applied for
in the next session of Parliament. After a few words
from Captain Oswald, the meeting terminated with
three cheers for Captain Oswald and Provost Swan.

The 17" January 1867 allows us to look at the
opposition or at least to the choice of site. It was the
Daily Review (Edinburgh) of that date which
reported on a public

nizht a public meeting of the ratepayers of Dysn‘rl.
Kirkealdy. aud Abboshall, was held in the Corn L\
change. Kirkealdy, for the purpose of re-considering
the two rival water schemes.  “The hall was erowded

meeting on the 15™ in
the Corn Exchange to

to the very door, and Mr John Hogarth, \\i.u-; t,\litl::q. “Cons|der the present
ho was called to the chair, was uccompanied to the |

:h:?f(\)rm hy Mr Henry Beverid -e, lmnk.vr. Mr Lcmn!;:, state Of the water

st aker. Mr John Stocks, Mr W, Kennedy, P'ath- . 1 .

:1:»(1::‘1':' .\ltr William Stocks, author of * The }\;mu_'n‘»f questlon . The meet|ng

Cana.” and several other gentlemen of known umilla

pr’:l.lp‘onsi"ti:'s‘ The Chairinan opened the meeting by Was Ca||Ed by JOhn

endeavouring to show that the (Ynnn’nlln was the best Hogarth as Convenor Of

of the two schemes for the wauts of Kirkcaldy and dls.- ’ . '

the Working Men's

Committee. With Hogarth in the chair it became a
diatribe of criticism of Lothrie and the promotion of
Camilla. His anger was aimed at:-

« There was undue haste.

« There had been discourtesy by the Water

Commissioners.

« The difference in cost was £21,000.
« Camilla was 3 miles away - with Lothrie 9 miles

distant.
« Iron pipes were

required for

Lothrie with

cheaper clay ones sufficing at Camilla.



The former Provost Henry Beveridge spoke in favour
of Camilla - but he firstly had to refute any
suggestion that his stance was motivated by
vindictiveness against Provost Swan. Readers may
recollect that Swan had prevented the re-election of
Beveridge a decade before.

A Mr Crichton from Pathhead claimed that
Pathhead's inhabitants did not want water and had
no intention of paying for something they did not
want.

The meeting was also addressed by Provost Swan
who spoke about a meeting he had had with
Professor Penny and another unnamed authority on
water in Scotland. From the conversations he was
now more convinced than ever that the Lothrie
scheme was the one to follow. He went as far as
saying, to great applause, that if the costs ran over
the budget he would pay the excess himself rather
than let the project fall. He was quite happy to see a
neutral engineer appointed to consider the two
schemes as long as the costs were shared by the
rival promoters.

It was a most acrimonious meeting but in the end a
motion was passed that the meeting believed that a
report on each scheme should be submitted by an
independent engineer to a committee based on an
equal number of supporters for each scheme.
Presumably, a chairman would have the casting vote.



Tur Water QuestioNn.—On the evening of Thurs-
day, a weeting of the Water Commiitee was held in |
the Town Hall—Provost Swan in the chair. The ‘

l
|
|

The Dunferm/ine Saturday commiitee’s report on the investigation of the Lothrie |

and Camflla Water schemes were read at the meeting, |

Press Of the 1 Sth Septem ber‘ also a report on the quality of the Lothrie water, by

) o . - .
Professor Penny, of Glasgow. The meeting after

1866 carried an article which e spsimenty reobed o sdops e Ta |

Lo

n appointed

coufer with the proprietors on the pipe track, and also |

made it Clear Where the with the will-owners on the stream, with a view to

compensation. It was then proposed to apply to |

Council StOOd- They reported next session of Parliament for a Bill, and it w::s‘

stated that in all probability the scheme would be |

that a meeting of the Water ot snmatimayes
Commissioners had been held the previous Thursday
with Provost Swan in the chair. Reports were read on
both schemes and it was unanimously resolved to
adopt the Lothrie Scheme. A committee was
appointed to confer with the proprietors of the land
where the pipe track was to be laid and also with the
Mill-owners on the stream with a view to
compensation. It was hoped that the Bill might be
before Parliament in the next session and that in two
years time the project would be completed.

It is perhaps appropriate to mention that Hogarth, a
mill owner, was the principal promoter of the Camilla
Scheme and seemingly had a vested interest. In
fairness though, he had both a Lockhart and J.T.
Stocks on board so it was no one man band! It is
also fair to say that a report in the Dundee Courier
of the 29" October 1866 on a meeting of ratepayers
in Linktown had been read a report by a civil
engineer, Mr Carstairs of Balwearie, who had given a
glowing report on the Camilla option. The fact that
the cost was circa £17,000 which was much cheaper
was attractive, but Provost Swan was clearly not
going to be swayed by cost alone. He was convinced
that in the longer term Camilla could not meet the
volume required.
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KIRKCALDY. Perhaps an article carried in

Tur Waren Seerir.—A mecling of e oot ¥ha - Fifaghjre Journal of the

authority was held in the Town Hull on Monday u.i;;h(;. H
—Provost Swan in the chair. Tre Provost subitte . i
a n-;:wrt from Professor Penny, of Glasgow, on the 17 January 1867 WI” eXpIaln
quahitics of the waters contained in the varicus wells

in the town, rep rting several of these to be so much the SerlousneSS Of the pOSItIOﬂ .

contaminated with orgame aud decaved vegetable

maiter o bewhlly il e et | At @ meeting of the authority,
least three of the wells will be closed inmediat?ls: | | ~h 5ired by Provost Swan, a
report was read which had been compiled by
Professor Penny. It stated that an examination of
wells in the town showed that three were so badly
contaminated that the water was unfit for human

consumption and may have to be closed.

The Fife Herald of the 16" March 1867 reported that
the Bill had been presented to the Parliamentary
Referee. The preamble (of the Bill) stated that the
current supply was inadequate for a rising
population and the trades and manufacturers of the
burghs. It stressed that a “larger supply was
absolutely necessary”. The Bill sought authority to
build an aqueduct through the parishes of Falkland
and Leslie; a reservoir to be called Drumain on the
west side of the Lothrie Burn; another reservoir
called Ballo on the same burn and an pm
aqueduct connecting the two at a point
near Holl farm steading. A main pipe
was to connect pipework in the parish g
of Leslie to that in the parish of Dysart.
In Dysart a holding reservoir was to be
built on the lands of Carberry Farm
and from there distribution pipes
would run to Kirkcaldy and Dysart.




Thanks to Susan Birnie of Fife Cultural Trust we have
been able to include a drawing showing the route of
the proposed supply. For those in Glenrothes it can
be seen that the pipe crosses the River Leven in
what is now the Town Park where the Lothrie now
flows into the pond. Originally the Lothrie ran into
the Leven and the pipe which carried the water can
still be seen close to the Cow Bridge. The drawing
shows the pipes on their journey through/over rivers
and railway lines before reaching Carberry.

Provost Swan, some members of the Town Council
and several country gentlemen, were in
attendance to give evidence if required.
This was possibly due to the fact that
there “might be opposition from a
committee of inhabitants but, as no
appearance was made by them, the Bill
passed the Referee as an unopposed
measure”. Given the Referee was able
to confirm there was no opposition it
- would therefore go formally before the
Chairman of Committees of the _

KIRKCALDY AND DYSART \\'nﬂx;n-w(mxs.—On

Monday, mencement was made to the execu-

H O u Se Of CO m m O n S a S a n l'(:): :f’ u.llgorlnmponunt undertaking, which is (v
supply one million gallons of water per duy to the

U nOp posed bl I I . The Bl I I rece|VEd towns of Kirkealdy and Dysart, being at the rate of

ﬁﬂg gnllt[))na daily to ucl;\ir;(hntl)l‘lnn&. Soon utl:r
midday, Provost Swan, of Kirkcaldy, came upon the
Roya I Assent O n 1 5 J u Iy 1 867 . mnnd’ at Drumain, nl,»out three mil‘ea north-west of

the village of Leslie, accompanied by Provost

Normand, of Dysart, and the Works Committee of
the Commissioners under the Water Works Act,

' H H together with Mr Tullis, of Rothes ; Mr Wylie, of

The Flfe Hera/d Ca I'TIECI a re pO rt N Prinlaws ; Mr Robert Hutchison, Kirkmldy,yan:l a
. ey n th . few other gentlemen. The exact position of the
embankment of the Drumain reservoir having been

Its ed |t|0n Of the 1 6 Aprll 1 868 Of set out by Mr Sang, the engineer of the work, Mr
Mathieson, of Dunfermline, the contractor, handed

d n event Wthh had ta ken place N » spade to Provost Swan, with which, in a most
. . workmanlike mum;r,h’,i‘ﬁl’ﬂﬁw, nndiﬂlling

the barrow, wheeled it along the plank to the tipping

th e LO m O n d H I I IS th e p rev I O u S place, amid the cheers of a considerable body of
spectators. It is hoped that within a year the

Monday. ThIS Was the CUttl ng Of Lothrie water will be brought into and distributed

. . . over the burgbs of Kirkealdy and Dysart. Thc}

supply is most abundant, even for a great iverease o

the fl rSt SOd I n the ConStru Ctl O n Of pnlpll'llnliun ;Ollm c’|m'xlity is nIL..o very fine, According
to the report of Professor Penny, of Glasgow, there

are only 7 grains of dissolved. ingredients in the

gallon, of which 166 grains are organic matter, and
the hardness is 3) decrees,




|

the Drumain Reservoir which was three miles north-
west of Leslie. It fell to Provost Swan to use the
spade to cut the sod. There were several dignitaries
present which included the Water Commissioners,
Provost Normand of Dysart, Mr Tullis of Rothes, Mr
Wylie of Prinlaws and Robert Hutchison of Kirkcaldy.
John Sang, the engineer who had laid out the
scheme, was in attendance along with Mr Mathieson
of Dunfermline who was the contractor. That was the
first action in the plan capable of bringing one
million gallons per day to Kirkcaldy and Dysart. The
article indicated that it would be around a year
before water would be distributed in the two burghs.

Kingoanny Asn Dysanr Warea Wosga—0u ] One of the most
Tuvsday the Lothirie waler was broaght into the : :
L Tt ina e raws a4 charming articles
‘)}-ﬁnr: l'.‘[.gd it orisr U Leel e il TR R $Hi 5 ] .
and again on Tharsday, when afire plag was opened | WQs N the Fife
Al "‘”,'"r NS, '\’ in an :a".‘:l‘\"«l f column of waler nd
arass 1n beautifyl él.\‘:-', throwing the pracinas fluid Hera/d Of the 22

‘ high over the i:‘._x:’. bartizan of the Town House, Aprll 1869 and
giving 18 begrimmed visage such a washiog us It . .
| never befors reouive] from the hands of man. featured testing in

Dysart. "On Tuesday, water was brought into the
Dysart pipes in order to test the joints of the pipes;
and again on Thursday, when a fire plug was opened
at the Cross, and in an instant a column of water
arose in beautiful style, throwing the precious fluid
high over the hoary bartizan of the Town House,
giving its begrimed visage such a washing as it had
never received before from the hands of man”.

The Provost and Council had been resolute and
persisted with the scheme despite the opposition
and difficulties. The benefit of water available
without having to use a burn or a well must have



brought an incredible improvement to §
the lives of many. The use of fresh |
water would also go a long way to
eliminating water-borne diseases which [EEEESHOIEEITT
had at one time been rampant. The Wi 8
minute book of the Kirkcaldy and | T
Dysart Waterworks Act 1867-1924 is

full of details of the original and |

‘| subsequent acts. It was |

Pty
v T //;;éu%l

2. also of great interest to §
=% look over the minute book *
of the Water Commissioners which
commenced with the minutes of their
first meeting which was held in the

“ <% Town Hall on the 7™ August 1867. The
“ . | names of the commissioners can be
o seen on the page which is reproduced

““ul .. ..|here. The only surprise was that the

Provost of Dysart is not numbered

amongst them. Perhaps the thinking was that two
Provosts was one too many.

By great good fortune an article .. .. i vorsss wers wosss—
was found in the Peoples Journal r;wazmu‘-mm“gﬁ
of the 315 May 1873 which ! mormine e v s e o e
added some detail. The article i frewsm f for e comty: ths Bugs
related to @ VISt  tO  the fmmme o vied by e thet marieg o
reservoirs by the Provost and iy s e wheie s very celiest day. Provost
Councillors of Cupar. They Were udi . sk, s i sothiag to be
considering their own water r,;w_ﬂ.:::.ﬂ_-:g.mwg
scheme and were the gUESES Of i eme then trvogh =
Provost Swan and John Sang. John Sang was to be

appointed the Cupar engineer. During the visit and



subsequent lunch, the Provost spoke about some
aspects of the project which were interesting. We
discover that there were three filter beds of sand
and gravel and a residence had been built for the
keeper. 750 gallons per minute could be passed
through the pipes and the storage area covered 120
acres. The area had been in the possession of three
estates; Ballo, Balbirnie and Strathendry. All three
secured exclusive rights to fish from the reservoirs
which had been stocked with trout. There was also
sailing on the reservoirs courtesy of the three
estates.

Provost Swan mentioned the Camilla alternative but
made it clear that, in his opinion, it would not
produce an adequate supply. He alluded to the
heavy costs and delays incurred by the opposition to
Lothrie. He went as far as suggesting that had it not
been for the heavy costs he would in all probability
have enlarged the reservoir. He foresaw that further
works would be needed as the town expanded.

He also mentioned that compensation claims for
damage to the land during construction was costly.
Some amounted to several thousand pounds and
there was much correspondence with, Henrietta, the
Countess of Rothes. This is not surprising as the
pipe route went through much of her land.

His ire was reserved for an unnamed estate who
continually complained, about almost everything and
anything, and had made claims in excess of £4,000.
Yet shortly after completion the estate was put up



for sale highlighting the “sylvan beauties of the
water, fishing, shooting and sailing being on hand”.
The price secured was substantially higher than had
it had no water feature!

We also learn that Kirkcaldy sold water to
manufactures at 4d per 1,000 gallons. The Provost
told his guests that in the previous year this had
brought in over £800. This figure illustrates that by
paying £800, industry had consumed 4,800,000
gallons in 1872.

The Provost had

und Eha the Torge. howse i the memerzanre | certainly also
gh Street, and east of tho Kirk Wynd, occu «i| ensured that road
il Watson, on bebalf of the town, for £300, | IMProvements —were
LU e mEme cR e pree e s B not neglected. There

{ the Kirk Wynd at the High St
h p h n in cont ‘T'-.‘,:‘f n rT since the WAGsS a Narrow and
"Kirk Wynd, whieh' §s consiseabls, ceaty . dangerous entrance
A1 '1 . "-\'1r?.;“_r' rous by thevery nwmow - to - Kirk Wynd from

the High Street. The
Fife Herald devoted some column inches in its
edition of the 6™ August 1863. We learn that a large
house on the north side of the High Street and east
of Kirk Wynd had been purchased by the town for
£300. The property had been put up for sale by
Robert Knox, a spirit dealer. The intention was to
pull the building down to “increase the outlet of Kirk
Wynd to the High Street”. It was mentioned that
“the traffic through the Kirk Wynd which is
considerable was being greatly impeded and
rendered dangerous by the very narrow entry from
the High Street”.



An article adjacent to that mentioned above would
have been comical had it not been serious!
Apparently the ship, Christopher Newton, had
arrived in the port on the Saturday with flax
destined for Swan Brothers. On the following
Tuesday, a sailor, “slightly under the influence of
drink fell overboard. Another two members of the
crew of the same vessel also met with the same fate
on the same day. Fortunately, the men were easily
got out of the water. The occurrence caused some
alarm in the neighbourhood of the harbour”,

Previously, the Fife Herald had reported on the 4%
December 1862 that Provost Swan had carried out
improvements and widening in Coal Wynd and to
defray the cost the Council agreed to provide the
sum of £20.

The year 1869 saw a range of road improvements
carried out and the creation of a new wide road
which replaced what was little more than a track.
This road, which became St. Brycedale Avenue, was
by far the most handsome work of this nature. Prior
to the creation of this road “there used to be a
narrow and crooked lane, scarcely deserving the
name of a road, but now there is a wide level
avenue under the trees of St. Brycedale forming the
finest highway in the whole County”. The Provost
gave a significant strip of St Brycedale policies to
allow the improvement to be carried out. The strip
meant that an impressive avenue of trees were now
on the public side of the boundary wall which helped



upon the inhabitants by the widening: of the top of
e Kirk-‘Wynd and the road leading alengthe back

Kirkcatoy — Tows ‘Dnproveseyts. — Great create a  splendid
improvements are about to be carned out at the back
of ,the’.tfwn.‘.x 'Iu'llxr;:gh t'het;gigfl,ml’it{l of' Phx;oil\fostf: avenue. It was the
Swan, who, it wi rememb paid upwards o
£1000 towards the improvements lately executed at S coh tsman | of the
the foot of Newton, another boon is to-be conferred 28t April 1869

which elaborated on

of the town ‘from the Burgh Schiool'to the road Téad-. C
ing £o the railway. station; * From themaifi.entrance, CN€  UNndertaking:
-of the 'grounds of St Brycedale' to 'thé 'top of the “Th rough the

Kirk Wynd, and”along: the whole of the north-
| weste'rn‘ﬁnndar'y; 'Provost. Swan".is ‘to give up a
large strip of ground to the town ; rand.in .order to
complete the improvements ‘jn this' quarter the

liberality of Provost
Swan who, it will be
remembered, paid
upwards of £1,000 for improvements lately executed
at the foot of Newton, another boon is to be
conferred on the inhabitants by the widening of the
top of the Kirk Wynd. Also to be widened is the road
along the back of the town from the Burgh School to
the road leading to the railway station. From the
main entrance to the grounds of St. Brycedale to the
top of the Kirk Wynd, and along the whole of the
north-western boundary, Provost Swan is to give up
a large strip of ground to the town; and in order to
complete the improvement to this quarter, the
Provost has also, we understand, purchased a
portion of the nurseries adjoining his own property.
The nursery wall on the other side of the road is to
be altered and the school railing made to run parallel
with it. When the whole of this scheme is carried out,
a straight and narrow promenade of nearly a mile in
length - extending from Abbotshall Parish Church to
the head of Coal Wynd - will be in the possession of
the town”. It is so easy to forget that, at one stage,
St. Brycedale Avenue was the back of the town.
Much of the area was still taken up by Messrs.
Sang's nurseries.



It would be a mistake to suggest that these works
were all by virtue of Provost Swan alone. In most of
these endeavours he was assisted by the Road
Trustees and other public spirited gentlemen. Patrick
Swan seemed to have had the capability to gather
like-minded philanthropic gentlemen together. He
was a leader and he gave ungrudgingly of his time

and money to improve the town. However, as a
matter of principle he generally tried to get the
Council to subscribe some small part of the cost, but

the chief burden was borne by him. An article by
Lachlan MacBean, Editor of the Fifeshire Advertiser,
suggested that Provost Swan had spent some £4000

of his own monies on TESTIMONIAL TO PROVOST SWAN
road improvements to A STATUE AND A FOUNTAIN.
the Path, St. Brycedale v was with feelings of sincere pleasure we
Avenue and Bennochy learned a few weeks ago of an intention on the

part of some of our le ll”l men to show their
Road. respect for our worthy Provost, Mr Swan, by
prese uting Imu with some suitable testimonial.
There is no one of our citizens that we know
In 1872 friends and of, whos l-n'.-; prablie carecr, as well as s
fellow citizens conceived wany private amiable qualities, \\'ofxx.l-l .In--rn
entitle him to such honourable distinetion,

the idea of recognising

Provost Swan with some form of permanent
testimonial. The idea was taken up and one of the
earliest suggestions was that a statue might be
erected over a public fountain which was a nod to
the water supply system which Swan had
championed and seemed an idea worthy of
consideration.

Kirkcaldy is notoriously weak in celebrating and
recognising her sons and daughters via this medium.



As has been mentioned before, the only one we are
aware of is the statue which adorned the Philp Hall.
It was of the good Bailie himself and was flanked by
two angels. When the hall was demolished, the poor
Bailie ended up on the Council coup and for some
unfathomable reason the two angels were presented
to Provost H.A. Nicholson's wife (Kirkcaldy Town
Council Minutes). It should be kept in mind that the
hall was Common Good property and the statues
were dealt with in a seemingly cavalier fashion.

Anyway, after dismounting from our hobby-horse,
we can record that the idea seems to have been
dropped in favour of a life-size portrait. The thinking
was that it would be wused "“to show future
generations the outward appearance of the man
who for so long had held the highest civic office in
the town”.

The result was a large portrait presenting a striking
likeness of the Provost, painted by Norman MacBeth,
R.S.A. The work was exhibited in the Royal Scottish
Academy in Edinburgh; and in October 1874 it was
to be presented to the Provost as “a testimonial of
his estimable private worth, his many munificent
acts and valuable public service”.

'I'l-‘..s"l:l-.\u)xil.\l. .'l‘u PROVOST SWAN. Starting in the Apr|| of 1872,
"l‘lll‘l INHABITANTS \lvlill ‘ln-"v.:.\iu;\‘t‘vlv; advertisements appeared in
for Subseriptions, 1 the course © o
SEa ' the papers explaining the

\v"(.L;.
ANDw. INNES, Hon. Trms‘nrvr. | .
\\\.\l. \l‘l()\' SPEARS, Hon. Secretary. pu rpOSe and Seeklng
Kirkealdy, 19th April, 1872 e donat|ons A Commlttee had

been formed which consisted



THE PROPOSED TESTIMONIAL TO

of Bailie Barnet, Andrew Innes and Wm. Roy Spears.
A stipulation was that donations per individual would
be limited to one guinea. This clearly favoured the
wealthy but in time the lists were opened on a much
wider basis to allow more modest contributions. This
was achieved by placing subscription sheets in many
of the town's public works premises and was put in
place in December with the closing date being set
for the end of the month.
We are still trying to puzzle out what happened to
the idea of a fountain. It was clearly well to the fore
in the 15" May edition of the Fifeshire Advertiser. It
—— —r made mention that a
PROVOST SWAN. model of the
proposed fountain

Tuere is to be scen in the shop-window of
Bailie Barnet the beautiful design of a magni-
ficont memorial fountain to our excellent
Pr vost. We believe the design is the pro-
dnction of a Glasgow firm of architects, who
have thus quite gratuitously given the Testi-
monial Committee an idea of what a fountain

was on display in the
shop window of John
Barnet's shop on the
High Street. It was

wanld be. The structure rises from a basin 30 | described as  “the

beautiful design of a
magnificent memorial to our excellent Provost”. The
design was produced by a Glasgow firm of architects
who had given the Testimonial Committee an idea of
what the fountain might look like. The structure
would rise to a height of some 32 feet from a basin
which would be 30 feet in diameter. There were to
be three terraced basins each smaller than the next
with four panels under the second basin. The
architect's suggestion was that one panel would
display a portrait medallion in bronze of Provost
Swan with the others containing suggestions such as;
the inscription plate, the arms of both Kirkcaldy and



Dysart, the names of those associated with the
inception of the water supply etc. A lion was
proposed as a finial for the canopy over the top
basin. It was suggested that freestone would be the
stone of choice along with granite shafts. As well as
being ornamental it would be practical with drinking
taps in the bottom basin and below that troughs for
dogs and horses to drink from. The estimated cost
would be £650 but this could be cut back if desired.

The paper itself wrote an excellent accompanying
piece remarking:-“Were the proposed fountain
erected to this excellent design, Kirkcaldy would
have something else to look upon other than
chimney-pots, crooked streets, and architectural
confusions. Strangers would be filled with admiration
in looking upon an admirable specimen of fountain
architecture. It will be seen that, if this design were
executed, there would be a comprehensive allusion
to the history of the famous water supply which has
been the source of Kirkcaldy's prosperity in these
latter days. Portraying, as it would do, the union of
Kirkcaldy and Dysart in this one particular at least
and immortalising the originator and main-spring of
the scheme, it would not only be a fitting memorial
to Provost Swan and a recognition of his many
services but it would also be a superb crowning part
of the greatest sanitary
reform we have yet begun
and completed”.
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included along with the information mentioned
above stated clearly and unequivocally that:-"it is
proposed to present the Provost with his portrait in
the first place and to erect a public fountain with the
balance of the subscriptions”. It shows as the
appeals often did that the running total was now
close to £700.

It is irritating and annoying, not to mention
embarrassing, that we cannot discover when and
why the idea of the fountain was dropped. One of
the difficulties is that the testimonial was not Council
driven but by the committee. Therefore, it is not
possible to search minutes and so all that is open to
us is the scanning of newspaper articles — which to
date has been a forlorn effort. However, at the 11
hour, we stumbled on the answer and it is provided
later in this narrative.

We did find, during that attempted research, that
Provost Swan had once again rejected the notion to
stand for Kirkcaldy Burghs in Parliament. The
Fifeshire Journal of the 6™ October 1873 had
reported that the incumbent, Mr Aytoun, did not
wish to seek re-election the following year.

The article, speculating on Swan's refusal, suggested
that the reason might be “there comes a time in all
men's lives when they cease to have ambition
except for the comforts they have at hand and the
respect of attached friends”. They believed that the
Provost had reached that stage, but the compliment
being paid to him that he had the qualification and



claims to be considered as the candidate would be a
source of pride. In the end, Robert Reid won the
seat in 1874 beating James Townsend Oswald. Both
are in print saying that if Swan stood, they would
withdraw their candidature. Reid died the following
year and that saw Sir George Campbell, the
Lieutenant General of Bengal, taking the seat which
he held until 1892. Campbell had as much of a
connection with Kirkcaldy as Reid had had - nil.

PRESENTATION & BANQUET The presentation of the

'l.}l" t"‘filll"lll..'ll to l,!’u\'(nxf .\'“']”L in :14-'.;1 OW=

portrait took place in the

TO PROVOST SWAN.
-— Town Hall, on the

th
ledsment of Lis estimalle private worth. and 1. Aite€rnoon of the 12
many and great public services to the town, was.  OCtober 1874, at a Cake,

s0 far as it has yet taken form, presented to that
sentleman at a banquet of cake, wine, and fruit

Wine and Fruit Banquet.

i the Town-Hall, on Mounday afternoon. A« 1he  Fife  Herald was
our readers are aware, the ouly portion of the there and carried a

ll]ti

nii

osed testimonal yet completel is the mag

l"

ent full lensth porteat of the Provoet. oo, Feport in its edition of

the eassl of Mr Norman Machath. TS.A the 15th of the month.

The portrait was to be hung in the Council Chamber
and it is still in the possession of Fife Cultural Trust
and is reproduced here. There were over 100 guests
present and the room was laid out with three long
tables and a cross table at the top. The top table
consisted of the Provost, Robert Hutchison of
Braehead, Samuel Davidson, the Rev. Bryden and
Norman MacBeth, the artist.

It was Bailie Barnet who acted as Chairman and set
the scene with “time has rolled on, and we have
ever found the Provost intent on doing good, so
much so that we are here met again to give tangible



expression and acknowledgement of his many
exertions and beneficent acts”.

The event commenced with a number of toasts
which were all enthusiastically responded to -
Barnet was certainly the man for the job as he
pointed out that he had a long association with the
Provost and he felt that “he was in a position to
speak from real knowledge and experience and that
he spoke from the heart when I say that no man
could have the interests of any town more than
Provost Swan has for Kirkcaldy”. His words do read
as if sincerely spoken and included - “All along these
years, and months, and weeks, and days, the ruling
aim of his life appears to me to have been to
promote the good, the happiness, and the comfort
of the community”. Then “time, talents, exertions,
money, have been liberally and freely given for the
general want and improvement of the district”.

It seems that his close relationship with the Provost
afforded him the opportunity to know things which
were perhaps unknown to the public at large:-
“Many, many, of the good deeds and beneficent acts
of Provost Swan are performed quietly and privately
none knowing anything of them save, God, himself
and their recipients, but sometimes they crop out
and reveal to us the large hearted generosity which
promoted them; and we

honour, we revere, we L e R
respect and esteem, L
Provost Swan for his [ " o L BOUM, Kirkesldy, an MON
kindness and benevolence v wibie 0 b pet w



so freely and lavishly given”.
The portrait was unveiled and carried a plaque
indicating that:-

This portrait of Patrick Don Swan,
Esq.,of Springfield, Provost of
Kirkcaldy, was painted at the
request of upwards of 400
subscribers, in order to be placed
in this hall as a testimonial of his
estimable private worth and
many munificent acts, and
valuable public services.
Kirkcaldy 12™ October 1874.

> | Provost Swan made an excellent
reply in which he was moved by the presentation
and the words spoken. Just possibly we find out
what drove the man when we read an element of his
response. In some ways it is a little sad but his
words were:-

“Through his connection with the Council and with
the support of the inhabitants, he had been able to
do something for the community, but it had been a
very pleasant thing for him to do:-

Most of them had firesides to look to and work for,
but it had been so ordained that he did not have
that and, therefore, as the feelings of a man's
heart must go out towards something, his heart

had gone out towards the good people of



Kirkcaldy.

That then was the history of much that he had been
able to do for the town, and of the time he had been
able to spend for the good of the public. He had
done what he had done very much for himself; it
had been very pleasant to work for the public, and if
rewards had come from the community, he had, of
course, the more reason to be thankful, but whether
public dinners or testimonials came or not, he would
still have found his life's work in seeking to
accomplish what lay in his power for, as he had
already said, he had nothing else bar these objects
to put his heart upon”.

There were of course more toasts and more
speeches before the event closed with the singing of
the National Anthem. The one disappointment which
shone through his remarks was that the town's
boundaries were not yet extended and it was
something he and the Council would be pursuing as
soon as possible.

There is a strong argument that the major public
celebrations of Patrick Don Swan in 1865 and 1874
sowed the seeds of the two major undertakings
associated with the Provost. The first, stemming
from 1865, was the water supply which stands as
the pinnacle of Swan's achievements. The extension
to the town's boundaries under the Kirkcaldy Burgh
and Harbour Act of 1876 came into sharper focus
after the 1874 Testimonial.



Both of these two great measures had beneficial and
important influences on the growth and prosperity
of the town. It is often difficult, for today's
generation, to appreciate how decisions made 150
years ago had a massive and lasting impact on the
town. An article written some years ago argued that
if Robert Burns had only written “A Man's A Man” - it
would have been enough. The same could be said
that if Swan had only driven these two measures -
these alone would have secured his reputation. The
latter had the immediate effect of trebling Kirkcaldy
in size and by definition promoted it to a higher rank
among Scotland's towns. There was a second benefit
and possibly a more important one which was to
extend their ability to collect revenue in what
became an extended burgh. This placed in the
Council's hands the power and means to carry out
long desired and long overdue reforms and
improvements. It would be easy to cover newspaper
reports relating to all the various meetings which
were held in relation to the proposal, but sometimes
you get lucky and this we did. We mentioned earlier
the series “Public Men on Public Affairs”. Deciding to
investigate the series - to our delight we discovered
that, in April of 1889,

ex-Provost Swan had PUBLIC MEN ON P PUBLIC AFFAIRS
recounted his

recollections of the EX PROVOST SWAN ONTHIMO!
extension of the Burgh.| OF KIRKCALDY IN i876.

This allows us to give ' = =~ ToosmoEmeEemEEEe—
the thoughts of the prime driver 13 years after
inception. We have to say that the initial hostility in
some quarters appears to have been somewhat



With an increasing population, and the grow-
ing trade and manufactures of the town after

diluted but the fact is, with the exception of Dysart,
he carried the day. The Advertiser mentioned that
this was one of the few times the Provost wrote
directly for the Press and it came in the last year of
his life:-

Once the Water Act had been passed and the
advantages springing from it were seen, attention
slowly turned to extending the boundaries of
Kirkcaldy. The aims were two-fold and were, firstly,
to get improvements carried out in the district and,
secondly, to give the town a position in the country
which its size would entitle it to. To be honest, we
were surprised just how small the original
boundaries were. Swan writes that the boundaries
had been set in 1811 and had remained unaltered.
“they included the part between the sea and a line a
little north of the High Street, along from Coal Wynd
via the Manse and through St. Brycedale to the back
of Mr Fergus' property, following generally the line of
an old road to the West Mill where Kirkcaldy had to
once pay multure”,

the introduction of the Lothrie water, it was im-
possible that this state of things could be allowed
to go onvery long, and the attention of Mr Spears,
myself, and o who had been taking an
interest in the paseing of the Waterworks Act,
was drawn to the matter. I consulted with Mr
Robertson, the P.rliamontu% asgent who had
acted for us in getting that Water Act paesed,
and he said there would be no difficulty at all in
getting the municipal boundsrice of Kirkcaldy
extended so as to take in the whole Parlia-
mentary Burgh of Kirkcaldy—that is, Linktown
and the district to the north of Kirkcaldy ; but,
as he pointed out, Pathhead, Sinclairtown, and
Gallatown were parts of the Psrlinmonwl
Burgh of Dysart, aad being a rival burg

there might be some difficulty in getting any
part of it included in the municipal boundaries
of Kirkcaldy. Mr Robertson also informed us

He pointed out that
there was “only a small
part within the ancient
royalty liable for
taxation and, of course,
very little money could
be raised for
improvements. Besides,
there was at that time
very little fixed



government for the outlying parts of Dysart and
Kirkcaldy. There were these old small burghs each
with its Provost, two Bailies and a Treasurer — and in
the case of Kirkcaldy, a Dean of Guild - all elected
by the Town Councils of each Burgh. But these
Magistrates had no jurisdiction outside the Burgh
boundaries. Then, in the Pathhead district, there was
a Baron Bailie appointed by the Laird of Dunnikier;
and in Linktown, a Baron Bailie appointed by the
Laird of Raith. In Pathhead there was the Feuars'
Hall, the Feuars of Dunnikier being the body that
took most charge there, looking after the streets
and so on. The upkeep and cleaning of the streets in
Linktown was managed by a body of Police
Commissioners. The only other form of government
that existed was the police appointed by the
Commissioners of Supply for the County”.

The Provost went on to say that this state of affairs
could not continue in a neighbourhood which was
benefiting from an increased population, trade and
industry all driven by the Lothrie Water. He, along
with the Town Clerk, W.R.Spears, and some others
who had been involved in the Lothrie Scheme, made
contact with the Parliamentary Agent who had
assisted with the Water Act. This Agent, Mr
Robertson, indicated he saw little problem in
extending Kirkcaldy's boundaries to the
Parliamentary boundary which would encompass
Linktown and the area to the north of the town.
However, he saw potential issues with; Pathhead,
Sinclairtown and Gallatown, which were in the
Parliamentary Burgh of Dysart. Given Dysart was a



rival there might be some difficulty in getting any of
these parts included in Kirkcaldy.

Mr Robertson also pointed out that not only would
the inhabitants require to be consulted, but also the
neighbouring landowners. He suggested that, if Lord
Rosslyn cared to stand up in the House of Lords and
oppose the scheme,
then it would have no
chance of passing — at

Council of Kirkcaldy and considered
several meetings, the members bein
ally

I A committee of the Council was appointed
least in the case of and the different public bodies wsr‘;o con-
Pathhead. sulted, all being quite favourable te the

change. Several meetings were also held with

our frim:id;’ onl:;i.d.t:l thosol b;:r h, z.:l'h in Iiln¥

i] town and Pat . Some influen ple in

At  several  Council Wy di:lt'rict; saw clearly tho .:unutiogz:o of the
I ro and we on our showed every dis.
meetlngs the proposal gocipt?ontodojuﬁoo to these districts, In some
was the su b_]eCt Of of the meetings a fear was expressed that Kirk-
. . caldy would just try to rule it over the

much diSCUSSION. other districts, and that they would have

no chance even in electing
sentatives, but would be swamped by
votes in Kirkcaldy.

Eventually, the overall
opinion was favourable
to the idea. A committee was formed to discuss the
scheme with the public bodies in Kirkcaldy and
consultation was also to be carried out in Linktown
and Pathhead.

“Some influential people in both districts clearly saw
the advantages of the proposal and we, on our part,
showed every disposition to do justice to these
districts. In some of the meetings a fear was
expressed that Kirkcaldy would try to rule it over the
other districts, and that they would have no chance
in even electing their representatives, and would be
swamped by the voters in Kirkcaldy. It was to meet
that concern that it was resolved to have three

The question was brought before the Town

g gener-
in favour of a change being made.

their repre-

_l_t was to _moog.tbat tha_t it



wards, all as equal as possible, each having the
same number of representatives, and each having
the same rights and privileges; the only favour
being done to Kirkcaldy was that as it was in the
centre the meetings of the new Town Council would
be held in the Town Hall there”.

The Ex-Provost admitted that there had been much
initial opposition but after full explanations and
numerous meetings he believed that people came to
see that their only objective was to unite with the
ability to secure improvements by one large
community.

Dysart continued to be stubborn and Swan admitted
that “if there had been any other way of carrying out
the objective without interfering with Dysart Parish it
would have been done, but even at that time the
Sinclairtown people were more connected with
Kirkcaldy than Dysart, obtaining their gas from
Linktown and not from the Dysart gas works.
Besides, as we pointed out at the time to our Dysart
friends, it would be impossible for the little burgh
clustered round Dysart harbour to rule over a large
and growing community like Pathhead and
Sinclairtown. If they were to be one burgh, the
centre of government would have to be moved west
to St. Clairtown, and a new town hall built there”.

While accepting that Dysart did not like it, he felt
that they understood what was being proposed was
the best for all parties. He stressed that the
neighbouring proprietors, Mr Oswald and the Earl of



Rosslyn “acted in the most cordial way and, instead

of opposing, they . .; ihe best for all partios. Tho n zhbouring
supported our proprietors, Mr Oswald and the Earl of Roeslyn,
movement. In this acted in the most cordial way in the matter, and,
: . instead of opposing, they supported our move- |
way it came about ment. In this way it came about that the Kirk-

: caldy Burgh and Harbour Act was paseed without
that the Kirkcaldy any opposition, and it is now very clearly seen

Burgh and Harbour whatla bleseing it has turned out to be to the
Act was passed Wholedistrict. : -
without any opposition and it is now clearly seen
what a blessing it has turned out to be for the whole
district”.

After the Bill had become law, all parts| LOOKINg back, he
of the new burgh, from Gallatown in the | pointed out that
north to Morningside in the west, set themeelves 1 t f th
to carry out the provisions of the Act, with a | d parts o €
P iriht o(f ftahirneu r;bnt d:dicrodit :gi.:il c?nt%erned. . extended burgh

ach of the warde eent in one-third o new | -
Council, and the Magistrates were eloct:d elsol carried out the
that each of the warde had a share. During the f provisions of the

Act with a spirit of fairness that did credit to all
concerned.

« Each of the wards sent in one third of the
Council members and the magistrates were elected
so that each ward had a share. During the twelve
years which had passed he highlighted:-

« Both the Second and Third wards had supplied a
Provost.

« Both the First and Second wards had supplied a
Treasurer.

« All three wards had supplied Bailies and Deans
of Guild.

« Under the new Act the Police Commission had
the powers to borrow £10000 for paving. Both First



and Third wards badly needed re-paving and under
the direction of Bailie Black both wards were re-
paved simultaneously.

« The roadways were improved in the principal
thoroughfares and the lighting and cleaning put on a
proper footing.

« The police who had been under the control of
the county were now under the control of Kirkcaldy's
Magistrates.

“Indeed, I have no doubt that it will be universally
admitted that as a result of the passing of that Act
has been a very considerable improvement in the
comfort and well being of the community, as well as
adding to the size and importance of the town. As to
the districts which were then included, it was always
my great desire to deal with them not only fairly but
generously and I found the same feeling in all who
worked with me in the Council”.

As we all know Dysart continued to plough its own
furrow until it was incorporated into Kirkcaldy in
1930. The period after the coming together was a
narrative of improvements which was demonstrated
by a score of new streets, chiefly on the glebe lands
to the north of the old burgh; and, as mentioned
above, an extensive and complete system of paying
for the footpaths was completed along with an
impressive and competent drainage system being
established. The principal thoroughfares were re-
causewayed from end to end. There are still some
streets where cobblestones can be seen - towards
the top of Whytescauseway and the portion of the



Swan Memorial Fund were awarded to : —Ex-VI.—
Alex. Cruickshanks, Fred. Hardie, David Kinloch ;
Jessie Barnet, Jeannie Clark. Standard VI.—

Path which is now used as a work's car park. They
form the most uncomfortable surface to drive over,
but were certainly robust. These years must have
created the feel of a new, improved place to live.

The passing of the 1872 Education Act had
wholehearted support from Provost Swan. The Act
necessitated the setting up of a School Board and it
almost goes without saying that the Provost was
elected Chairman. Longevity is a word which can
most certainly be attributed to Swan as he held this
position until his retiral. During this period there
were many elections, often keenly contested, for
can Memorid Fond were awasted 10— bt = | membership  of the Board.

Ronald Storrar, William Beveridr,::ll)(lefrl;xn Gibson; H Oweve r-I a I I pa rtl es s h a red

Eliza Boak, Rebeeca Campbell,

la Weir.  Stan-

dard V.—James Tabrum, Scott Nimmo, Frederick CO m m O n g ro u n d | n S u p po rtl n g

Lowe, George Angles, Alexander Inglis; Jessie

M ‘Connochie, Maggie  Ramage. Sta

TV, Hobert Tabrase Peter Commnell, anpa | the Provost as Chairman. In

Bryson ; Harriet Mollison, Jemima Barnet.

Barnet. Standard III. — Lewis Grant, HKobert 1889 he WIShed to retlre

Hutchison, Andrew Black ; Annie Dounglas, Maggie
Law, Maggie« Mitchell. Standard 11.—J. Bremner,

Mz Ingl, Lonia Haghe Sandard 1 aod | @ItOG€ther, but was induced to

Infants — James Fyfe, Elizabeth Dowie, Ada

Landale, Annie Lowe, Georgina Little, Randal remain as a membe r, If not

Williawson, Emma Arrott, Mary Mollison, Mary
!_Kr)’ce. Jeanie Wishart, May Hardie, Norah Cullen,

Chairman. The Board had met
for the first time on the 7™ May 1873 and, under
Provost Swan's chairmanship, the first two Board
Schools, the West and East were built. All his life he
took an interest in education and provided monies
from his private means to improve the efficiency of
the Burgh School. For many years he provided prizes
for the school children and shortly before his death
he arranged for the sum of money which was left
after paying for his portrait to be invested as a fund
to supply prizes for religious knowledge.

This can be confirmed as it was discovered in the



Fife Free Press of the 13" July 1889 that at the
Burgh School these prizes were awarded from the
“Swan Memorial Fund”. Make no mistake - it was
not one or two prizes as the attached snippet shows.
Similar presentations were reported at the East and
West Schools in the same edition. Having ploughed
through reams of articles referring to 'Provost Swan'
it was strange to see him referred to as 'Ex-Provost
Swan' when attending these presentations. On the
positive side, we now know what happened to the
funds intended for the fountain!

We also noted in the Inverness Courier of the 3™ of
December 1874 that Provost Swan had given £1,000
towards an extension being built at his old university.
£65,000 had been raised from the £100,000 target
and at that time only the Duke of Buccleuch's
£2,000 had been larger and the Marquis of Bute only
matched Swan's contribution.

GRATIS SUPPLEMENT,

EVERY PL RCHASER

The Fifeshire Advertiser had a lengthy

retrospective on Provost Swan in its “""‘,3"‘;";‘;',':’1";“ ..
gdition of the 20™ April 1878. This PROVOST SWAN,
item was found towards the end of the e st bae b o Fome,

research for this narrative and itwas a —e
relief to see that most of the points jiltshirq Aduﬂiﬁﬂl-
covered in the article had been

already unearthed. The edition
included a free copy of a lithograph of Provost Swan
and the little 'advert’ relating to it is reproduced
here. Quite why this date was chosen is a bit of a
mystery as his 70™ birthday was on the 2™
September of the same year. Some of the text

SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 1878.




included - “"He was a leading spirit in the town
through his weight of personal character and
extensive mercantile transactions”. Also, “He was
never known to use an unbecoming expression or
use a word that would hurt the feelings of a human
being”. Even at that stage he had been elected
Provost on 10 occasions and his term already far
exceeded the 16 years of Walter Fergus and the 13
of David, Earl of Leven. Once again, the acrimony of
the water issue raised its head being described as
having "evoked the keenest feeling and the most
intense excitement of any question in this
generation”.

We had made an earlier mention of the harbour
guestion and the Provost wishing to remain neutral
when it became a hot topic in the 1870s. Put simply,
ships were larger and steam propulsion was the
coming thing. Shipbuilding through John Key had
become a significant part of the industrial landscape.
The problem was that the harbour was too small for
the new larger ships which restricted trade by more
modest ships having to be used. In south-east gales
the size of the waves could render the outer basin
useless and could sometimes prevent the opening of
the dock gates. Something had to be done and there
was great agitation from those with shipping
interests but, of course, the funding of
improvements was a thorny issue for many of the
population. A report was called for and no less a
person than Thomas Stevenson, of lighthouse fame,
visited the town, spoke to many of the interested
parties, and went over five separate plans for



remodelling the existing harbour or building a new

one altogether.

Stevenson had studied plans presented by Mr
George Robertson, a civil engineer, Mr Carstairs, Mr

Malcolm, Mr Nairn

and William Stocks. Stevenson

came down firmly on the side of Mr Robertson, but
that was not an end to the matter. A full report on
the plans which were discussed at a meeting
between the Harbour Commissioners and the Town
Council was carried in the Fifeshire Advertiser of the

Resvrr or THE HARBOUR PLenisciTe,—For the
Inst two days a good deal of exciternent has taken
| place in regard to the plebiscite in connection with
the extension of the harbour, The voting com-
menced on Tuesday morning at nine o'clock, and
terminated at 8 p.m. Two or three placards were
distributed throughout the district both for and
against the harbour. A Iarge concourse of people
took place in the evening in g’ont of the Townhouse,
thinking that the poll would be declared that even-
ing, but it was not till Wednasday, a little after 2
p.m., that the poll was made known to the puhlic.
For the harbour there voted 672, and against the
harbsur 1213, The rental given for the harbour was
—~proprietor, £13,700 1857 tenant, £15,021 1s 114 ;
against the harbour-—proprietor, £19,246 45 7d;
tenant, £18,199 1s 40. There were 41 spoiled papers.
It will be observed that the supporters of the har-
bour have suffered a terrible defsat, Itis a great
| pity, however, that the vote has turned out against

| the extension of the harbour, as it is now becoming |

quite deserted.

, No large vessels can enter except
| at spring tides.

November brought

12" October 1878. The proposal
for an extension/replacement
will feature in a later Object on
the history of the harbour and
so only an outline is given here.

The matter did not rest with
Stevenson's report. There was
to be a plebiscite and the
Dundee Courier of the 1%
the news that 672 people had

voted for the harbour proposal and 1,213 against.
The people had spoken but as the paper commented
“it is a great pity, however, that the vote has turned
out against the harbour extension, as it is now
becoming quite deserted. No large vessels can enter

except at spring tides”.

Could Don Swan have

exerted his influence towards supporting the project
rather than remain neutral? There was certainly a
huge vote against the proposal but perhaps Swan
could have turned it around. Instead, it was not until
1909 that the harbour was extended.



The 10™ June 1886 saw what SUSPENSION OF MESSRS SWAN

might well have been the . BROTHERS, KIRKCALDY.

straw that broke the B *—

rac
Dear Sir,—We regret to hav

K 'uA'L‘I_y, 8th June 1880.
".,‘.

PrOVOSt|S m u n iCi pal baCk- It we have thought it right to ;vl::':'oi;i‘:‘;i’;vik{‘ 11:1}111‘;-

The following circular has been received in Dun-

*  hands of Messrs Moncreiff and Horsbrugh, C.A.,

Was the Dundee Courier Who : Edinburgh, with a view to the preparation of a

balance-sheet, to be submitted to an early meeting

H H ¢ | of our creditors. In the meantime no preferences

bro ke the neWS In thelr * | will be giveg, and no further liabilities l\\'lH be in
. curred by us. 'We have to request your indulgence
edition of that date. The | frsfwdus st vhich du soie of e e
and date of the proposed meeting will be sent to

headline was “Suspension of @ m& Wewsyousiaiiiy,

Messrs Swan Brothers,
Kirkcaldy. The article commenced with a circular
which had been received in Dundee:-

Dear Sirs — We regret to have to inform you that we
have thought it right to place our books in the hands
of Messrs Moncrieff and Horsburgh, C.A., Edinburgh,
with a view to the preparation of a balance sheet, to
be submitted to an early meeting of our creditors. In
the meantime no preference will be given and no
further liabilities will be incurred by us. We have to
request your indulgence for a few days, after which
due notice of the place and date of the proposed
meeting will be sent to you. We are, yours faithfully,

Swan Brothers
Kirkcaldy 8" June 1886”

The article went on to speculate that the trade
liabilities would amount to around £30,000 but it
was hoped that the assets would be able to offset
much of this figure. It was suggested that around
two thirds of the debts would fall upon Dundee



creditors or the London firms they were agents for.
It was mentioned that the firm had been trading
since around the start of the century. Swan Brothers
themselves had only commenced trading around
1833 after the death of William Swan Snr. The
article ended as many later ones did in extending
sympathy for Patrick Don Swan.

The following week a further report was in the same

THE SUSPENSION OF MESSHS SwAN | Newspaper in relation to

5 mecting o e BHEECALDE. | a creditors meeting which
Brgibugh ﬁxfl tnn,f uf _Kirkealdy, had been_ held onl the 15™
et i abd g} ‘w-‘:‘:'";*::v-iit of June in Lamb's Hotel,
ent made anoter of 4 compocition of 11sper o1, DUNdee.  One of the
jj',ff';.ff;l:',‘if"l,f 3¢t {1 = partners of Swan
o 7 g Tn) a;j‘;fj’”’;j‘;“fc‘};‘j".j;_"f{jf;;f 1‘, Brothers had made an
vesticate and :

be b

et ek g aqnmed mesting 10 offer of paying 3/- in the

he works uz 'u'.-.- arm, 1% 18

')‘“ ’l“) l” ff'[‘ogbltttt‘b 1} on in ‘f::': 1:;(;3:‘.!‘::;.& £ |n 3 months tlme, a

ie l1a Messrs Swan are stated

!»-.rur. A.:%'?:':;Ul;,' three-fourths of which falls on further 5/_ per £ in 6

.( v
Dundee

marcohas
ALerCuUnute,

B months, and finally a
further 3/- at the expiry of 9 months. In all, that
would account for just over half of the £27,500 debt
being repaid. The meeting appointed from their
number, Messrs. Mackie, Rhind and Charnley, to
investigate and report. The amount due to Dundee
merchants was now put at three quarters of the
debt. At this point the works of the firm were still in
operation.



THE FAILURE OF MESSRS SWAN

BROTHERS, KIRKCALDY.

An adiourned meeting of the creditors of Messrs . ONn  a further

inners and bleachers, Kirkealdy,

Swan Brothers, s;

. The Dundee Courier of

the 24™ June reported

meeting

held the previous day,

was held in Lamb’s Hotel, Dundee, on Wednesday.

"I;‘ixe (’omrnittv:‘:xm, inted at l.as:l :x;"ctm_g lr ported . ognce again in Lamb's
that they could not recommend the creditors to ;
secept the offor of 11 per £1 made by one of the HOtel.  The committee
vartoers of the firm. The offer was then withdrawn,

appointed to investigate
and report could not recommend acceptance of the
offer, which was then withdrawn. The partners
present agreed that they would sign a Trust Deed in
favour of J. Rhind and D. Mackie. This was felt to be
the way forward and that the winding up of the
business might produce a higher return than the
11/- on offer. A small Committee was then
appointed to assist the trustees. The article ended

on the ominous note that the
works were likely now to close.

large establishment, and sometime aftervards
he assumed in partnership his manager,the late

MESSRS SWAN BROTHERS.

Tee mzrorTED suspension of Measrs Bwan
Brothers, flax spinners and bleachers, has

l.erichrk. H.'Illlhl’.'dl:ld‘!l- The Flfe Fl‘ee :nrp::'p:l‘;:-;:::z;‘:;mxﬁ
b dotalle ot the e e outonat Press had added formayadsy. The report became publi

all the details of the large business ; but most
unforiunately for bima— and for the Provost,
we alio believe—he was a shareholder in the

a bit more detail

in Kirkealdy on Wednesday, but was kaown
the previous evening in Dundee, where most

e in its edition Of of the large creditors are. A circular
volved in consequence ; indeed, so ’ 3
seriowly did he feel the position in which he L€ 12%  June. h":m"'m':":;’h"'“':d‘:::b’“‘h‘q:;
umho:d'm that :’:m: gave way Great CONCEernN believe, than any werds could express—that
. ) books in the hands of a firm of accountants,
for the workforce which consisted -- - - -

of both men and women and between Kirkcaldy,
Kinghorn and the Tyrie Bleachfield, employed around
700 hands. After the death of his brothers, Provost
Swan, had assumed his Works Manager, David Stark,
as his partner. Sadly, Stark was caught up in the ill-
fated collapse of the City of Glasgow Bank (not the
same as that where William Swan was Agent). This



was one of the great banking scandals of the 19*
century. The bank collapsed in October of 1878 and
as there was no limited liability it bankrupted all but
254 of its 1,200 shareholders. Creative accounting,
in an extreme form, was to blame and the seven
directors were charged. For ruining so many lives,
two served a jail term of 18 months the other five 8
months. The paper went as far as to say that Stark
never recovered from the financial blow and died

soon afterwards.

The partners at

the collapse of Swan Brothers

the time Of under the blow. Provost Swan is
now advanced in years, in fact
- beyond the period when he should be actively

were; Provost SWan, engaged in business ; but he is ably sup-

Alexander Davidson,

David ported in the firm by Mr Alexander Davidson,
Mr David Brown, and Mr Monteith Graham

Brown and Monteith Graham. | (who only lately joined the partnery),all young

The paper described then as

men of imfluence, energy, and business
aptitude, and who may be expected to leave

“young men of inﬂuence, no stone unturned to sustain, even through

the present difficulty, the good credit of the

energy and business aptitude”. | gm. For » good name that of Swan
Davidson must have been @ |Brothers wassecond to nons in this coutry,

position of confidence. It would be quite
impomible te estimate the benefit, in the
shape of steady employment to so many

hundreds of workpeople, the circulation of | '

money, &ec., which the community, through
these long years, has derived from the firm.
Years gone by, when the great local industry
of to-day—the manufacture of floercloth—
could claim but the one solitary work in
Pathhead, the Mossrs Nairn's—the Swan
Brothers were the commercial life of the town,

' long serving staff member as, on
' the 4" June 1870, The Fife Free
' Press reported a celebration in
‘the George Hotel where
~Alexander Swan, Kinghorn,
~presented him with a gold watch

as a wedding gift. A silver salver

was presented to his intended.

The paper went on the pay tribute to the firm and
what it had done for Kirkcaldy in the way of steady
employment to hundreds of people over the years
and the benefit to traders that the wages had



brought. It went on to point out that the current
great local industry of the day - floorcloth and
linoleum had but one factory at Pathhead when
“Swan Brothers were the commercial life of the
town”. Again it was hoped that a way could be found
of saving the firm and thereby preventing a
devastating loss of employment taking place.

By the time the paper went to press on the 26™ June
the thunderclouds had not just gathered but had
opened up. The works would
be closing and the stock and NS 29 BE ot

THE AVFAIRS OF MESSRS SWAN BROTHERS—THR

assets sold The report Guraa Broahars faxepiasers, Kirkealdy, was hold
) p in Lamb’s Hotel, Dundee, on Wednesday.
was intimated that the Messrs Swan Brothers had

suggested that this would reoive to wisd-up their firm nadera trust-deed,
| and Mr John Rhind and Mr Mackie were elected

bring in the accountant's trusees,veof the other creditors being s

a Committee to advise with them in real the

estimate of 12/10d in the E£. :&*.»J&;}fg‘:.&f:{uf“ﬁ'&mm
In other words 1/10d, OF | paried s they belorad the works hai bers

sirly valved, and that the fall dividend of 12s 10d

roughly 10p, more than the | K™ . o to e the age works

original offer of 11/- which had et throaghout tho disiict, and fllowing a0

ef the firm has been received with profound re-
upon the stoppage of other public works

been made by the partners in Kirkcaldy, the effect will, it is feared,

paid off at

be seriously feit in the eommnnit{i Most of the
o

earlier. “The decision to close |t v P e il thore ae o s

standstill, Yesterday, work was brooght

the large works has been met |t s clos at the Cosl Wynd mills, and Tyrie

bleachfield. The stoppage of these works throws

with profound regret ;n';?hﬂg%bgghf,?;; ';“'z;:,f t';i;‘:
throughout the district and, |asderpeesetorou hoacarsasic, highly-cstoomed,

and kind-bearted Provost, who has beea so long

fO”OWlng SO Closely on the at the head of the conocern, and likewise for the

other members of the fizm,
stoppage of other public works

in Kirkcaldy, the effect will, it is feared, be seriously
felt in the community. Most of the hands were paid
off at Kinghorn some days ago, and the mills there
are at a standstill. Yesterday, work was brought to a
close at the Coal Wynd Mills and Tyrie Bleachfield.
The stoppage of these works throws a large number
of people idle, many of whom unable to find other



Towx.—0a Wedoesday, theextensive flix and tow

and other subjects, sitmate in Coal Wynd,

work will be rendered helpless”.

Swan Brothers was a partnership and so limited
liability did not come into the equation. The dangers
Eermemve Prormury Sa—Ponemase srrme | O UNIiMited liability were never
spinatag mills Koo i, i el | demonstrated more sharply. As

Kirkcaldy, also all thae machinery, &c., thereia 1886 came tO a Close and 1887

con , a8 lately possessed and in use by the
Messrs Swan Brothers, were exposed for sale at

the wrest-prlco of £15,000,. Thore was mootier, | d@WNed the local papers carried

| and the subjects were afterwards put up in two

lots, bus without inducing » purehase. The ex- | F@POItS ON the sale of the Swan

teusive offices and warerooms at the top of Rose

upset price £2700, but without bringing an offer,
Alrtho same time the property known as Park

oo property ljscem, were ahio ofiered for mle, | DFOtheEr's properties. The
Spaning Ml s iy cootd byt snippet carried by the Fife Free
firm of

wan Brothers, was offered at the upseet

peiao of £1700.  After'some competition wiciet | P1E€SS  shows that difficulties

was kaocked down for £1800 to the Police Com-
mission, as representing the towa, for the par-

oo wenting the towa, for the pur- | \Were jncurred in the sale of the
”,:{.';m"“""“”w"‘“‘“““'l buildings. The Coal Wynd and
Rose Street complexes failed to find a buyer
although the town's Police Commissioners bought
the Park Spinning Mill for £1,800 to allow an
extension to the KINGHORN.

slaughter-house. In the

January of 1887

the

same paper reported on

SaLe or MacHINgRY. —Thesale of the machinery
and plant of the flaxmills, Kinghorn, belonging to
the sequestrated estate of Messrs Swan Brothers,
was concluded on Friday, haviog extended over
three days. Prices were low. The sale of the
machinery apart from the buildings bas put a stop
to flax-spinning as an industry in this place, at

the outcome of a three lest for the present. &

day sale relating to the Kinghorn works. The report
mentioned that prices had been low and remarked
that the sale of the machinery and the buildings had
brought about the end of flax-spinning in Kinghorn.

Although he had all but retired from an active
interest in the business Provost Swan remained a
partner. The stoppage had the effect of stripping him
of all his possessions. The Provost appears to have
lost everything and that included the Springfield
Estate. The 5™ July 1887 saw a report in the




Fifeshire Advertiser indicating that the Provost's
Springfield property had been sold for £11,000 to a
. Mr Munro from Kelso. He

The mansion-house and estate of Spring-
field, near Cupar, and which belonged toex- would not see one penny - all

Provost Swan, has been purchased for £11,

by Mr Munro,a Kelso geotleman, whois to - would go to the creditors.

The Fifeshire Advertiser later noted in his obituary
“it was, indeed, the first stroke to sever his
connection with this world, and with rare meekness
and humility he accepted the discipline in that light.
From that day forward earthly concerns sat lightly
on his spirit. Through the kindness of friends he was
enabled to pass his few remaining years free from
care in the old house at St. Brycedale, which was
kept for him until his death”.

It is perhaps therefore understandable that on
Monday, the 11™ October 1886, Provost Swan's
letter of resignation was read out at the full Council
meeting. In fairness. he had wanted to make the
move earlier but had always acceded to requests to
remain. His letter dated the 6" October was short
and addressed to W.R. Spears, the Town Clerk:-

Dear Sir — I have to intimate to you, in terms of
Section 26 of the Act III and 1V., William 1V., cap.”71,
that I hereby resign the offices of Provost and
Councillor of the Burgh of Kirkcaldy, held by me as
at the period of the annual retirement of the Council
in November next. I am, Sir, yours most faithfully’
Patrick D. Swan



The Provost's remarks were carried

in the Fifeshire Advertiser of the 16,

He indicated that he could not do
otherwise than resign. He had given
the fullest consideration of his
colleague's pleas to continue but it
could not be. He had served the
town since 1834 and, in all but a few
of these years, he had been a
Councillor or Provost. He mentioned

RETIREMENT OF PROVOST SWAN.

TaE resignation of Provost Swan has been
accepted bgn:he Town Council of Kirkealdy,
and in less than threo weeks he n.h.nlllnn
ceased to hold the honcurable position that
e has 8o long adorned It nwollho'n
Provost has long desired to retire,
¢ hitherto his townsmen could not be got

to his wish. They knew too well

STEY

the
ield
’nlmol his services to part with '.hem‘
readily, and it is a good sign that those who
know the work of the town best—many of
them being themselves men of great in-
telligence and ability — have been the
most anxious to retain the Provost at
the head of affairs. Now, at last the
jon has given its reluctant con-
sent to the Provost obtaining the repose vlneh
hnhulowellnmod.bu\ith-dno-o‘.n'h
much hesitation, much regret, and no little
solicitude ing a future in wlmh the
members will lack the guidance of his ex-
perienced judgment and the weight of his
authority. b s

4

that he had had a long working day and that various
close friends had encouraged him to “have a time of
quiet retirement and a calm sunset”. He went on to
remark that "I wish to say that during all that time I
have had great pleasure in working with my fellow
Councillors, and I hope that good work has been
done”. He indicated that he would continue to have
the greatest interest in the welfare of Kirkcaldy and
suggested that he would be very glad if he “could
assist with advice or otherwise. I may be able to do
something, perhaps, but at any rate I cannot remain
in the position I am now placed. I desire now to
return my warmest thanks to you all, and to rejoice
with you that our work for the town has not been in
vain, and I wish to express my desire that Kirkcaldy
in the future will continue to prosper”.

It was Bailie Douglas of Douglas & Grant who spoke
to say that this was not the time to say too much
but that it fell to him to move that the letter be
accepted. His comments were what most would be
thinking — big shoes to fill and who could do it? In



the end it fell upon the shoulders of Michael
Beveridge.

Bailie Stocks seconded the motion remarking that
not only had he been a friend of the Provost, but
also his father. He went on to say that he moved
that "I should like to suggest that we record in our
minutes our high sense of the great debt of
gratitude that the town owes to Provost Swan, and
that a copy of this minute might be formally made
out and sent to him. Bailies Douglas and Stocks
along with the Clerk (W.R.Spears) were elected as a
committee to draft the minute to be presented to
Provost Swan. In his business-like manner the
Provost then remarked that he would still be in
power to organise the forthcoming elections and the
meeting simply moved on - as it had to.

The Fife Free Press of the 21% January 1889
reported on the death of Provost Swan which had
occurred at 1.00 am on Tuesday, the 17™ January.
He died at home without any obvious pain. He had
been ill for some weeks. There had been an
improvement but this was followed by a relapse. He
had been attended throughout by his physician, Dr.
Gordon.

With the death occurring on the Tuesday and the
funeral taking place on the Friday, the paper was
able to capture all the events in one edition.

The paper reported that he had remained calm and
tranquil all through the last illness. His last public



appearance had been on the 12" October when he
had been present at the granting of the Freedom of
the Burgh to the Marquis of Dufferin and Ava.

Naturally, the paper launched into a lengthy tribute
which encompassed many of the improvements and
benefits to the town associated with the late Provost.
One of the most striking paragraphs was the
admission that “it would be impossible here to recall
his many, varied, and great services, to the
community during that long period, or even to take
note of all his benefactions”. The team can confirm
that was most certainly the case - it is well nigh
impossible to do justice to all that he was connected
with and achieved.

The expansion of both industry and housing
attributed to the Lothrie Water scheme and praise
for the extension of the boundaries received many
column inches. The religious element of his life was
also a prominent feature, not only from his support
for St. Brycedale Church, but through his character
and assistance to those in need.

The article suggested that he had a premonition that
his life was reaching its conclusion and he expressed
a ‘"desire to be awake when the last messenger
arrived, and to pass consciously from this to the
land beyond the flood”.

The funeral took place on Friday the 20" at 1.00 pm
with the coffin being carried through the private
gate from St. Brycedale to the church. This was



THE FUNERAL SERVICE

The remains of deceasad wern yesterday laid |

beside kindred dust in Kitkcaldy Church-yard.
Thefuneral was public, aud thc eatire commaunity
joined in the mouruful event, all the shops in the
Lurgh being closed at voom for a period of two
hours, the factories being also stopped earlier
than usual for the dinner bour, and the public
schools dismissed.

Previous to one o'clock, ontheinvitation of Bailie
Black, who cofficiated as renicr magistrate of the
burgh in the absence through illuces of Provost

Beveridge, the members of the various public’

bodies in town, locluding the Town Council,
School Board, Water Commission, and Harbour
Commission, assembled in the Town Hall,

indeed a public event with
shops closing for two hours
from noon. The factories
had an earlier than normal
lunch break along with the
schools being dismissed.
The service was conducted
by not only the Rev.

William MacDonald of St. Brycedale but also the Rev.
Dr. Walker of Dysart and the Rev. Campbell of the
Parish Church. The public bodies, the Town Council -
School Board - Harbour Commissioners and Water
Commissioners met at the Town Hall and marched to
St. Brycedale which was packed to the rafters.

The funeral procession left the church and travelled
via “Townsend Place, Oswald's Wynd and entered
the Silent City of the Dead via Church Lane with the
Rev. Dr. Baxter officiating at the grave, conducting

an impressive service”.

The procession order was:-

« The Relatives.
« The Presbytery.

« The Congregation's office bearers.

« The Public Bodies.

School boys of the 6" grade of the schools.

« The General public.

Although there were no immediate family, there
were Swans present amongst the pall-bearers, who

Were. -



« Professor Swan, St Andrews.
 Rev. Jas. Stalker, Glasgow.

« Bailie Swan, Kinghorn.

« (Geo. Swan, Snr,, Kirkcaldy

« Thos. Swan, Kirkcaldy.

« T. Hutchison, Kirkcaldy.
 Ex-Bailie Douglas, Kirkcaldy.
J. Johnston, Wemyss.

Wreaths were then laid over the grave by:-

« Children of the West School.

« Teachers of the West School.

« Children of the Burgh School.

 Children of the East School.

« On behalf of Provost Beveridge.

« Mrs Elder of Adelaide House.

« The Misses Nairn.

« St. Brycedale Sabbath School Teachers.

« Mrs Hallyburton and Mary Ann Storrie.
(Servants to the late Provost).

“The Town Bell, the Parish Church Bell, and that of
St. Brycedale, tolled forth in measured peals during
the funeral, deepening to many the solemnity of the
service, the time and the place”.

As Provost, Michael Beveridge, was unable to attend
due to an illness. It was Bailie Black who organised
the day. Black had kept the Provost updated with his
plans and the only suggestion made by Michael
Beveridge was that the whole Town Council should



attend the Sunday Service in St. Brycedale. Little did
he know that before long he would be making the
same journey from Beechwood!

EVERY PURCHASER

o e weis 4inerior wi mesve, 6o o | TNE - €XteNsive article ended with
porlreit | the fact that each copy of the
PROVOST SWAN, | edition included a photograph of
o A the late Provost which had been

' - | taken by a Mr Rennie.

Illf’hll’( Adl?!l’“ﬂl{. A copy of the
photograph is

reproduced here in its original published
form. The text indicates that it was taken
on his 82" birthday which suggests there
is an error somewhere. He would not
have been 82 until the following year. It
is of little consequence as it provides an
excellent likeness of the late Provost in

his later years.

The Fife Free Press of the following week carried
details of the services on the first Sunday after
Provost Swan's death which saw tributes paid to his
memory in many, if not all, the local churches. St.
Brycedale saw their former minister, the Rev. James
Stalker, return to the pulpit to lead the service.
Stalker had also been a pallbearer and his sermon
was an excellent one which is well worth the reading.
Quite possibly, due to his earlier connection while
minister at the original Free Church in Tolbooth
Street and then St. Brycedale, he knew the Provost
better than any other man outside of municipal
circles.



In the afternoon the service was taken by the St
Brycedale minister the Rev. W.]. Macdonald.

The Parish Church saw the morning service taken by
the minister of Abbotshall - the Rev. B.B. Begg, with
the Rev. Campbell then taking the afternoon service
in his own church. At all four services - the late
Provost was the central theme.

As mentioned earlier, touching and appropriate
references were made to the Provost's life and
Feeling and appropriate references were a’<o made paSS|ng and the Snlppet

to the event by the Very Rev. Dean Johpston in St

Peter's Epicopal Church; ‘Kev. Ir Taxis in shown here makes
cughborough U IP.) Clhurch:; Rev, A,
ML e Ablctehall Fred Crmen s 1er. i reference to the extent

Clark in Union (U.P.) Church ; Rev. G. M*Hardy

in the Congregational Church ; Rev, 1. E. Marwick Of the ChurCheS InVO|VEd

in Betheltield (U.P.) Church ; Rev. \h Canpledl,

Markinch, (preachingfor Rev. MrCoutt, 1airiead It IS quite astonishing to

Free Church) ; Rev, Robert Jackson in; l';nl.iu.ul

E.U. Chureh : Rov. Mr Stevenson in What-aue- |00OK @t the list and see

| way Baptist Church; Rev. Mr Faireoather of .

Dunnikier l ree Church ; Rev, W. Milivo, Invertiel, Just hOW many ChUFChES
(preaching in Dysart Free Church for 1 A Waiker) 3 . .
Hev. W. Guthrie, Dysart, (UL1) CLach, co, e, the town and district

In other churche o in the tu\\n and (l

tive of denominat wn, nppmprl Lte !"-1' 8 “ \:‘. ' Once bOa St@d .

also made to the event,

So, how is the man remembered in Kirkcaldy? We
have Swan Road which seems to have been, and still
is, what successive Councils consider to be an
adequate accolade to the sons and daughters of the
town who have made an impact locally, nationally
or internationally. There was a suggestion that a
statue might have been raised at the foot of Kirk
Wynd - but of course that never happened.
Kirkcaldy remains statue-less which for a town of its
size is remarkable. We discount the "“Sower” or
“Spirit of Kirkcaldy” at the Town House - it



commemorates no one!

" By the generous donor of the hospitl a| \Mhat did ha ppen was the

site was also recently given for a public build-

ing of another kind, which is to be known as erectlon Of the Swan MemOrIal

the Swan Memorial Institute, and be used as

the meoting-place for Christian-fellowship of BU||d|ng which for many years

the young men of the town, The site, as our

readers are awars, i in Kirk Wyna, sndis | lOUSEd Kirkcaldy Y.M.C.A., of

co uently one of the most central in the .
T ents for the wow wuiting, | WHiCh Provost Swan was the
which may cost about £3000, are at present

Ering mined in the town, sed for mehsa | 11FST President. This tribute was

object—one which the late Provost Swan had

80 very dear at heart—one also which will qUICkly Off the mal"k Wlth
redound w0 much to the credit ofall who | daliberations underway by early
1890. The Provost's name can still be seen
emblazoned on its frontage. The building was a

combination of subscriptions, " Kirkealdy, 7th Feb., 1890,
DeARr Si1g,—1 have the pleasure of informing yon

fund raising act|V|t|es,. and ot 4, s, mpties of e sulesibors 5 S
it goes without saying - fund isband, after cortain payments, to

assist in the erection of a hall, in connection with

Michael B. Nairn. The StOry im i efo K W Amosiation, ator near

. . . on condition that the hall be called the Swan Mem-
of the Dbuilding will be orial Hall, and that the warble bust of Mr Swan,
. . . now ::tw dthf::&hg:,withaqqmb&e
included in a later Object so | jpeing "It jo impossible % sy whet sum. will be

the amount of detail gIVEN  jas it tion T e asaton, bat it will uot be

yours Y,
e W. R. Srzags.
“Aw Isra :',',(;: s:.ul'.—O-‘.  Thersdey ad Pl h ere IS ; .l,’OqupomY i Esq.,
e % 07 pebiie resp. Some of the late _ President Y.AMLC.A.

Provest's friends being asnxious te secure the restrlcted .
articles as relics the prices realised were very
good. An effort was made to secure for the con-
mﬂ. the silver trowel with which the late
ost laid the foundation-stone of St Bryeedale
Free Church, but it was ultimately purchased for
s

ety s e e T Vo The  Fifeshire Journal of Thursday,

laid the foundation-stone of the new Town Hall

e T o vemee Mgy 8™ 1890, recounts the sale of
| purpose in convec

Charch was secured by Mr M ‘Cowan, watchmaker.

T s e e Pt ey s the  late Provost's  effects  the

10s. The silver brought prices rangiog from 3s 8d

B et e PF@VIOUS Thursday and Friday. Many
only wine that brought anything like a price was

ok pr o 18t i e 10 6 of his friends were anxious to secure
} articles as relics and the article
indicates that prices were good. Rather than
mention individual items we attach the article itself.
The only comment would/could be that, after all he
had done for St. Brycedale Church, they could
not/did not wish to stretch above £4.7.6d to secure



the trowel with which he laid the foundation stone of
the building. In the spirit of
fairness the Church did have a ..a'..:""’

sta_ined glc_';nss window installed ﬂﬁ‘;‘:';é““;‘:“fg“‘-“r
Which, given SWan's dEEP memial wisdow srecisd I the same charoh
- . . . honoar of the late Provost Swaa.
religious convictions is a worthy - -
memorial.
Tue Provosr 8Swax Msuorian. — This The Fife Free Press of

memorizl stone, erected in the cld Parish Church-
yard, at the head of the grave of the la'e Pro.
vost Swan, has pow been completed. It is a
very large and elegant stome. The memorial
coutaivs the names of the late Piovoet's tather
and mother, and their family of eight—Patrick
Don, Sophia, Thomss, William, Al xsnder,
Robert, Duvid, snd Jamee. There is aleo an
excellent medallion pertrait of Provost Swan in
brocze, which bas been executed by our late
townsman, Mr Teylor, eculptor, Edinburgh (who,
by the way, has jost a fine statue of the

late Lord Primate of Ireland for Armagh
Cathedrs'). As we formerly mentioned, the

architects for the memotial are Measrs Sydney,

the 25"  October
1890 advises that
“"The memorial stone,
erected in the old
Parish Churchyard, at
the head of the late
Provost Swan, has
now been completed.
It is a very large and
elegant statue. The

Mitchell & Aitken, Edinburgh, and the con-

Y. Olien PlAliobhaesnh

late Provost's father
and mother and their family of eight are all listed.
There is an excellent medallion portrait of Provost
Swan in bronze which has been executed by our
former townsman, Mr Taylor, Sculptor, Edinburgh.
The architects were Messrs. Sydney, Mitchell and
Aitken of Edinburgh, and the contractor was James
Slater of Edinburgh”.

There has been a significant amount of consideration
given to how this Object should end. There were
many excellent quotes to choose from but, in the
end, the words of James Stalker were the ones
selected. They come from part of the sermon he



preached in St. Brycedale on the Sunday following
the Provost's death. They fit because they talk about
Kirkcaldy and we hope we have demonstrated that
Patrick Don Swan was in many ways the
embodiment of Kirkcaldy:-

“A child of this place, he held Kirkcaldy in his
heart, he knew it through and through; he was
never move delightful than when talking about its
history, the connections of its families, and the
characters who flourished in it in bygone days.
He took his place at the heart of everything, not
by struggle, but as the man born for the position;
and the whole population, down to the youngest
and the poorest, felt they had part and ot in him”.

and

“A few famous names do not make a great
century like ours. You require a multitude of men,
moved by the spirit of the age; and some of the
unknown amongst them may be essentially
greater than those whom fortune flings to the top.
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